LT .COL— It was ﬁnlimited visibility. There were some clo

~, enoughto block or restrict visibility. It was good weather.

uds in the sky, but not

.' COL “F SC logs and G-3 logs we’ll check and see what you’ve got on those:
' Battalion Air Ofﬁcer and FSC were co-located. The Air Ofﬁcer’s'rad.io was damaged, and he

couldn’f talk to higher headquarters. Who was he talking to?

vt coL MMM ¢ w=s taiking to his FSC. And the FSC was talking to me on TAC.

He was relaying back and forth to me on TAC net what hé was doing.

4COI.-Were you talking to Bravo Company? Was the FSC talking to Bravo

Company?

LT COL_Yeah.. I believe he was. Iwas not ménitoring the conversations oﬁ his
netg with Bravo, but I was able to talk to Bravo from my radio becalvlse‘I #ras right behind his

- vehi;::le, and I could hear h1m He was probably 2 or 3 vehicles up from me, but I .could hear him
ﬁdm my vehicle .on and off. Tﬁere were times when we couldn’t talk because he was talking on
| his Company TAC and having to switch baci: and forth, becauée he was fighting through the
eastern side of the city trying to get all his people through to this location down here, whichis a

large open lot, and we ended up consolidating. .

CO]‘lstto the south of the northAbridg_e. ‘




1T cor R ve:n

Cowat calls from D‘ASC or Task Force Tarawa in regard to handing off of

aircraft?
LT CC— You’d have to get up with the FSC and the Air Officer. -
corN OK.

LT COL - do kﬁow .that as we were up on the first bridge that goes over the
railroad track, as we 'ngere approaching it from the southern side of the city, the FSC had |
requested air because we were startmg to meet heavy...because we were startmg to get engagéd.
And then when we got to that southem bridge and started engaging tanks he was requesting as
much air as he could get. Tt was shortly thereafter that fixed wing and rotary wing, Cobras,_.that
 showed up. Té]king to thg Air Ofﬁcér, not the A1r Officer, but.thg‘F-SC, it was at that point that
~ he said, “Hey, we don’t need the ﬁ;ﬁed wing, cause we. ..'._you know.. we're getting good effect
with the rotary wing, and we were comfortable with that.” So thé fixed wing was pushed nprih :
of the northern bridge. I'm ﬁot certain at this time whether it was pushed by VIKING or if it was

pushed by our FSC. .

COI_.SO the Fire Support Coordinater...did he talk to higher headquarters?
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LT COL—He was' yes, but as we got mto the city, he started losmg comm w1th
. higher headquarters. 0uts1de the 01ty, when we’re not in the built-up area, h1s comms were
good. Once we got inside, his comms became mterm1ttent,» and in some cases was unable to talk
yuith higher headquarters. That was one of the reasons I wanted to go around all this, so we

| could have a better comm shot. Our main was goih'g to be back here, '-the ferward was going to |
be up here, and we were gotng to have that link. Ohcewe got into this side of the city, there was .
alot of bullt-up sprawl around here that we weren’t aware of And that s when we began to lose |
comm. We had mterrmttent comm with the main, We were able to talk back and forth. Iwas -
talking with the X0, Iwas ta]k_m'g with VIKING on occasion from inside that area there.
Because he was 'back,- their forward was not too far behind us. In fact, they were behind my
Charlie Company, not follovving in trace. So they» were somewhere hack in here by that first
hridge., and we were up here. And I was able to talk to VIKING, because when we found eut the |
second bridge had been secured, I reported that in to V]K]NG, and VIKING had been a little bit
surprised that we had seized both bridges so rapidly. Like I said, I remember. that conver_sation .
| with VIKING 6, that we had the second bridge. As I'told you earlier when we got stuck in here,
- My first thought was I’ve got Alpha I’ve got Charlie Company sitting out here in the middle |
with nowhere to go, and I was trying to get him on the net so I could push him down here, cause
ther was no place for him to go but stralght ahead He read that before I could get in touch with
him, and he launched for that bndge He got down here on this bridge and I had comm with him
for a little while asking hlm,_ “What’s your locatton?” And- he was telling me, “I’m on the second
bridge.” - And I asked him...I remerhber clearly. I was standihg beside my vehicle on the TAC E
a1‘1dAI thought, he says he’s on the second bridge, but I bet he’s stillv on that first bridge. Se, I

said, “Clarify was your location.” And he said, “I"'m on the second bridge.” AndI believe it was




at that tlme my FSC came over the TAC nets and sard, “Hey, Sir, he’s ;n the.. » It was either
the FSC or the Ops O I can’t remember Wthh one it was. He said, “He s on the second bridge, |
the northern bridge.” 1 re’member hitting the ground saymg, “Great, we’re on the bridges. We
gotem.” And then I reported that to VIKING shortly thereafter. We had both bndges secure,
and I think.. I’m pretty certain they got it, because we talked later about it, and they
ac']mowledged that they had been surprised that we had both bridges, because they were going
back to Gen-cause he Awas asking what’s the status of the second bridge? He knew we “ﬁ
“had the first bridge, but what was the status of the second bridge? And he Was" able to gb back

quickly and tell him we had both bridges.

* cor U - Batialion Air Officer told the companies, according to the preliminary
inquiry, to coordinate air as best they could. When did this occur? And, the Battalion Air
Officer and the FSC were unable to co_ntaet companies untrl after Charlie Company’s assault on

" the northern bridge.

LT COL-— I think the only air, the only FAC...Charlie Company didn’t have a
FAC. The pIan was as we got up here to establish a support by fire position on the eastern side
of this bridge. Team Mech would control the indirect fires and the air if needed, and they had a

FAC, which is MOUTH._

C0-0, MOUTH was with Team Mech?




LT COI._ Yeé; hc.e. was w1th Team Mech, but Charlie was éomg to come up and

' ¢ seize the bndge and then consolidate on the other side. We were going to pass through Alpha

~.once he got relief in place by 2/8, he was going to come around the same way and g0 through.
Then he Was g0 up to the first obj ective, which was the T, and fheh we were géing to spread out
establish the forced bridée héad line. So, the only FAC that the Battalion Air Ofﬁéer, Capt
__could talk to was the FAC m Bravo Company. But T think that’s why he passed the air to
‘him eventually, when he realized he still had air on station. The air had already been pushed

- north of’ the bridge and I think youw’re going to find this out, and you may be asking why didn’t
we talk about this and get together, becauée you’re going to be getting different stories of how
this unfolded. We didn’t want to skew anything before this investigation. We wanted éverﬁbdy

| to come in w1th what they saw and how they saw it. Let me back hp there a ﬁttle bit. We d1d '
talk briefly yeste'fdajr about...OK, what did you see? What did you hear? .VEverybody’sx_g-o.t a .
different story to this in what they’d seen and heard. But I think hvhat ybu’re going to find out is
that, in talking to MOUTH and talking to others, is that MOUTH was able to talk to the A-10s.

He was the only guy able to talk with them on the TAC
‘ COI-Wa's MOUTH talking with the Battalion Air Officer or the FSC?

LT COL—He was for a while, but then he wasn’t. I know that the Battalion Air »

Officer lost comm with everyone at a certain point, when they got bogged down over there.

COl_Vere the FSC and the Battalion Air Officer...were there different nets of

one net?
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e LT COL— Yes, the Air Officer’s got his TAD . hlsTARHAR nets. The

_ Béttélion FSC has got the 81 conduct of ﬁré and the arty conduct 6f fire. So he’s got reps talkmg
on them. He sits right next to the...he’s also got a TAC net right next to h1m That hé pan listen

'in on and hear what’s goin‘g.on. ‘But when asked him if he was talking to Bravo Company, he

was saying-that had trouble getﬁng comm with Bravo Company as well. And this again, you’ll
have td find out wheﬁ you talk to MOUTH], that MOUTH had explained to me the first night |
whgn he brought this to my attention, that he had received a call from the pilof_s, the A-10 pilots
saying that tiley could observe enemy forces moving into the city and Wanted to know what they

: should do. And that’s when...you know..MOUTH apparently cleared them, accofding to his
worcis to me; to engage which was Type 3 CAS. The pilot could obgewé and verify the enemy
target. He just ended up acting as the FSC, which in retrdspect, he was not sﬁpposed to do that. -
Becquse in the order that was Wntten, Type 3 CAS can only be authorized bﬁr the commander,

| which is me. And he never a.tztemptéd.pof did‘ he gb through his company commander to try to

- contact me on TAC to get that permission to do so.

- coL QP - x me through, please, the Type 1 CAS, Type 2 CAS, and Type 3 CAS.

LT cor\MMR 1y 1 CAS, as I understand it is that the FAC on the ground sees the
target, sees the éiiot and »eng_age’s_ the target. Type 2 CAS, and again, I've always worked with
T ype.l CAS'for.. .you know...FAC hé.s positive control; In fact, when I heard we had three.
different types of CAS, I said we’re- only going to use the one that we’re trained to? ana that’s
what we had at the CAX (Combined Arms Exercise); But, my understanding of Type 3 was .
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++ coL S Vet wes Type 27

LT CO-fype 2.1 thmk is if, to be honest with you, I don’t know what Type 2
was. The deﬁhitions, I just said we’re only going with Type 1 because that’s what we had -

trained to and that’s what we knew. | |

COL—S that what you dJrected dewn to the companies? |

LT c’or—~ It was in the .Op 6r'qef.

Cdl_‘lt w_es in '(he Op order that you would only use Type 1 C.AS? _

LT COL—It was in the Op order that Tyi:e 3 was not autﬁorized unlessT
authorized it. No one would use it unless I authorized it and it’s still in the Op order. You can
see that when you get a copy ofit. But uh. there was no uh...I wasn’t going to mess with any of
‘those because they were confusing, and I wanted to keep it simple, and have FAC’s that could
" see targets and engage them. I think, I am not certam, but I think Type 2 was 1f you’ve got
somebody on the ground like a STA lrep or whoever sees it, and they can clear, but I am not '

certain, the definitions at this point.

coL YINR:c MOUTH. ..and MOUTH is Captain. ..?
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~ LTCOL I ¢

COL SN0, MOUTH is who? Who was MOUTH? That's the FAC, right, in Bravo

C_ompany?

LT COL_ Oh ***#¢, I’f(g got a brain fart going right now.

coa“as MOUTH -

LTCOL — -Ves
copm,v MOUTH ...

LT COL S SO ' sorry.

i 'and in the conversation he had with you, did

- coL 4. MOUTH is Gaptf

“he tell you that he directed Type 3 CAS?

LT COL “ He told me that uh.. that mght .that he thmks he .and I’m going to
paraphrase nght now.. but he came to me wfch his company commander and said, “I thmk I

_. o somethmg up.” ? And I sa1d

CO_Vhat exactly did he tell you that night?
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ALT COL-{e told me that he authonzed the engagement of the A-10’s and based
off the situation, the confusion, that he probably didn’t follow the procedures that were in place.
~ And so Itold th at that point, I sa1d “OK. I'm going to have to notify hrgher headquarters
| We’ll probably have an investigation. Right now, I need you to focus on what’s going on around
us. We make horrible mlstakes in combat and We’ll just see where th1s goes » But right now, I
" need h1m back 1n the fight. And to his credit, he got back in the fight, and the next -two da'ys we

were continuing to be engaged and...he did well.
| COK-‘Ie didn’t have'eyes on target then, when he Acleared them? -

LT COL~(— I think he ‘could see the A-10s but he could not see the target. He was
| relymg onthe A-10s to te]l him what they were seemg and they Just gave him an accurate
descrlptron of what was out there There was no doubt there were Mech forces on the ground
movmg back to the city. Those were medevacs trying to get back to the southern srde because
R they trying to get air to come in the northern side. And basrcally we were telling them...I was
te]ling them, hey look, it’s too hot up where you.’re at. Because we were hearing about medevac
requests You could hear the gunﬁre and I don’t know if thrs took place before-'
conversatron with me about coming over the TAC net explaining that he was bemg engaged by
ﬁ'rendhes or aﬁerwards But, I remember saying, “You’ve got to, get them back to the southem
bndge if you can, or hold them in place because it’s too hot where you’re at.” What I think

happened was Mech Vehrcles that were bemg loaded up with casualties, I beheve there were
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three of theni. | There were a"tot'al of four vehicles thaf went sduth. -’I_‘hre;}c"f them had medevacs

. and one of them was the Company XO.

COL oving south back across the bridge were the medevacs?

LT COL I A cross the bridge, into the city. T think that’s what MOUTH heard.

The A-10 pilots explaining to him that they had Mech forces moving toward thecity. And that’s

| why he probably. . Ithmk he went ahead and authorized them to go ahead and engage.
COL —Nhen id you hear the gaﬁ tocoase a0 stop air o abort the air?
LT Com Again, the exact tlme, 1 dpn’t have it.
- comow did..you - that, over what?

LT C_OI— It‘Wa_‘ He came over the net.

coL Dl - vi?

LT CO- ith Charlie Company. I think he was the element, the lead platoon
that went over. As soon as they got on the other side, they started feceiving intenée small arms
again, RPG, artillery fire. There was 57 millimeter recoilless rifle on the bank that we recovered

 after the fight. They received firé from that as well. As you can see here by the description of
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~ the 23rd XO, there was a battahon on this srde of the bridge. You’d have to see the terrain, but on
.t the southern side of the canal there were bunkers and embankments that were buﬂt in there
And that’s where they were at. There were also artﬂlery pleces, 105s, 120 rmlhmeter mortars out

in here.

 cor U Avou: a click and a half north of the. . .north, northeast of the northern

bridge.

LT COL- Yes. And once they got over on the other side, they started taking

- intense fire there. That’s probably where the hardest ﬁght was at, with the exceptxon of right

here on this northwestern side of the city. Which was called the Martyr’s District. An Nasmyah
was like J acksonvﬂle Everybody who lives there is in the m1htary, or works for the m1htary

- There’s compounds all over the surroundmg area of the c1ty, on the outsklrts, that are military
warehouses, headquarters, things like that. I don’t think anybody knew. There certamly was no
_intelligence about the city as far as being, you know. I mean...Out in here .wher’e we were

consolidated, there was complexes in here...

OL_Dd you’re pointing to the northeastern, or just across the bridge. ..the -

northern bridge. 7 _
LT C0~es I believe this was an old facility, but there was a falrly new
faclhty up here on the western side of the T where the route 7 and th1s east—west MSR meet

There were facilities on the outserts of the city. I mean, we had seen some of these fac1ht1es on
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the maps and we were askmg for clanﬁcatlon on them, and we never got any mformatlon asto

vt what they were other than, hey, it’s a mlhtary compound We e not sure What s there.

-Gettmg back to the call to abort So, you heard the call to abort. The FSC

and the. Battahon Air Ofﬁcer heard the call to abort?

LT COL —The FSC heard the éall. I can’t remember whether' he was getting i’;
from me or he overhearm But my understandmg was he was trying to turn it off. I was
| trying to get a hold of VIKING to get them to try to help us to tumn it off because I had no comm

with the aviation.

COI_-id the FSC or Air Officer have aomm ‘ B it this time, the

FAC in B;avov Ccampany, to get him to try to turn off the air?
LT COL- ’I askea hlm abaut that and he sa.id he did not.
CQI-sked who? |

| LT C~ The FSC, am.iAhe did not, if I re1a16mber right, and...

. COL 4-id you talk t__%ai:out that? Did he rece_iva any calls to. abort ‘

thé strike?-
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LT CO]-‘TO Because at that pomt we were unable to get ahold of Bravo
Company And agam, I was talking to the Bravo Company TAC or not Bravo Company TAC
but Battahon TAC, and at that pomt was unable to talk to the Bravo Company commander It

was shortly after that request to turn it off that the air had gone off station, and 1t was gone. -
coL AP i you sce -that were fired?

LT cO D Mo 1 did not.

- COL, IR 1< were you in relation to Charlie Company at the time?

LT CO]- At about the time, we were somewhere in the middle, in this built up

afea here.
7 | COL nout how far from...about how far from the bridge? '

LT COI_— About three clicks from the bridge and probably four clicks from

where Charhe was trying to consohdate at.
COL ", about seven clicks away in the built up area?

7 cOL P ¥l no. I'm talking about from here...1/2..
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COL _About five clicks‘?

LT Cél_About four to 'ﬁafe alicks.

; ij’.“our ta ﬁ\}e clicks. in ;he ;Duilt'up _aiea?
LT COI— Yes.

| | ;JOL.SO you coqldn’t aee the—)r anythialg; na

LT COL- No, Sir.. I could not see any -, nor was there any

' 'mentlon of them on the radio that thcy were bemg ﬁred off,

COI_“alls for the cease of fire. How shortly after that did the mass casualty call

come?”

LT C_ There were...I don’t know how shortly after ‘t:hat, but we were getting
calls to medevac, to get medevac bu'ds on the norfhém side of the city, up heré. Because of the
fire fﬁght .that was going on up here, the instruction was to try to get them back to the southern

| bndge 1f at all possible and hold in place until...There was no way we were gomg to get aircraft

' in there with the fire that was gomg on. At that pomt the small unit leaders were putting guys in

| mortar vanants, AAVs that had mortars. They were carrymg the mortar men, 60 millimeter

) mortar men, and began to take three tracks back to the south, four tracks back to the south, three
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of which were medevacs. One of them was the company XO. Isaw two of those tracks heading
»* pack to the clty, and I knew they were trymg to. get them back at that point. Agam, comm were

* on and off. T think a lot of fhe comm 'problems may have been from the company commander
being on hlS company TAC and not up on the Battalion TAC. He was ﬁghtmg the fight from his
end. So, he was not readily available all the time on my TAC, because, he, like 1 sard, I think he
was swrtchmg back and forth to his company TAC and ﬁghtmg his company at the time. But, I
do know that they ended up gettingA two of those tracks back. One of them was a medevac, one

| .of them was the X0 of-th'e company. | Later on we found out he’d moved back. There had been’
some confus1on on the northern side, apparently mortar men had piled back into the vehicle
when they saw medevacs bemg put m there And started heading back, and he went back to try

to get some of those guys back on the northern side, but also...
COI-O secure the northern side?

LT COL —feli the northern side. ..there was still a fight goingononthe

' northern side, but he ended up going all the way back to Alpha Company who was on this bridge
here and told the company commander‘, “We’re going to need some help up forward » And
that’s when the comp any commander from Alpha went ahead and launched forward, which I
think in hindsight was a good 1dea, because we would never have made a link up with 2/8. From
, my position, 2/8 was tellmg me he was on the southern side of the bndge, and he was lookmg for

" our forces and we were telhng h1m ours are on the northern side, he’s got to go over the bridge.
" But we didn’t realize, and I think if we talk to him, he was still on the railroad bridge thinking he

~ was on the bridge that was the objective. So WNENNRyushed got to the...
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| . coL. Ml >s?

LT COL“. ..Was Alpha Company CO. They got up here and that’s when |

everything just stopped all the ﬁreT

. CO- the enemy fire _stoppeci, friendly stopped?

LT CO]- All the enemy fire and everybody went beeh .into the city.
) COL-O, he was the first one oh site up there?

LT CO]-)n site, yes And then...we also had tanks that went with him forward
and we came in about a half and hour after that, because we had gotten all of Bravo. ‘We were
trymg to get the vehwles back here unstuck. It was gettmg dark. We ﬁnally made the audible
OK, let’s push Weput a prep fire on this Martyr s Dlstnct here We came up here We ended
up stopping in the street because we had a downed track, and we recovered a KIA out of that

track, and then we pushed forward to consolidate. ‘We had the whole battalion on the other side.

COLl—ﬂat did you see when you got on the other side, as far as damage to

vehicles?
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LT COI_We had one veh1c1e that was a eatastrophlc k111 .That had been hit by,
' and described by Marines on the ground the company staff out of Bravo Company, excuse me
Charlie Company Staff. It was being hit by multiple RPGS and what they thought may have '
been artillery We think it may have been a 57 m1]11meter recoilless nﬂe, because it was just too -
_ accurate for artillery to have multiple h1ts on top of it. It was obviously...there was nothmg buta
shell Tt wasn’t even burning. It was just a gray shell left. There was another vehicle a httle b1t

farther north that had both treads blown off, and the descnptlon was originally that they had been

- h1t by mortar fire and RPG and blew the treads off. But...we weren’t certain what had destroyed

that tractor. It dldn’t look destroyed. It looked like it had been a mobility klll It wasn’t untll
“later that we crawled on top of that traek, after finding out about the A—lO not the first day but
the second day that we saw some what appeared I could see one hole up forward of the turret
that looked like it may have been a 30 m1111meter shell. And that was the only signs of v1s1b111ty, -
and that would have went down into the engme. That was the only signs of v1s1b1hty ﬁom that
‘track that there was an A—lO strike on. 1t The other track that was, like I sa1d, a catastrophic kill |
~on the northem side. No one remembers, at least that I’ve talked to , that it was hit by an A-10
_Everybody remembers that one being hit by something direct. Now, again, I don t think we
know because that thmg ..the whole top of it was pretty much gone. There were three vehicles

“on the southern side that were...

COL‘e southern side of?

LT C~ The northern bridge.




- coL YRR Of the northern bridge.

LT COL ‘ that were destroyed. The one that Itold you that we stopped at to

pick up the—hat was st111 msrde We searched it to see 1f there was
anybody in it. We...and there was “ﬂn that vehicle. We recovered |

‘ Ilearned later that that vehicle had some mdlcatlons on top that it had been hit by 30
millimeter, two or three holes. Inever saw that vehicle and ...or saw the holes that were in it. .
There was another vehicle just farther to the north on the southern side of the bndge that had
‘mortar ammo and it had WIAs in and also had some mortar men that got hit by RPGs.
‘Everybody that was in those three vehlcles. .. There were some that saw it. Lt_claims that
he had saw it. He believed it ws an RPG round that hit that and ignited that mortar ammo, and .\

| that was...I thmk you saw that one. It was pretty much destr...There was no doubt about that
‘one. It was the worst damaged Vehrcle we had out of all of them And then, there was another

‘ track down on the southern bndge that had made it all the way down there, that took an RPG
round once 1t got down there. He had also been hit by RPG enroute, which blew his back hatch

| off and when he got down to the southern bridge, he got hit again as they were trymg to get
casualties off, to get the hehcopters in to take them out, and got hit agam When that happened,
the company commander from Alpha Company had called me and said he was recelvmg intense
fire and was takmg casualties. At that point I thought he was taking casua1t1es as well. Asit
turned out he thought it was his vehicle but it wasn t It was Charlie Company s vehlcle as they

pulled in, and it got hit by an RPG shortly after they were trymg to get people off that vehicle.

COL-O, there was still firing going on after the A-10s departed?

——
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. LT C(— Oh, yes, yes. Ir mean there was fire gomg on in that city all day long,

and on the second day, outhere in the northem side. But the majority of the ﬁre was commg
from this area here, the Martyr’s Di‘strict. It was called the Martyr’s District. This was an

officer’s housing cbmplex we found ouf later.

4 COL-Just to the south of the northern bridge.

LT COL—ust to the south of the northern bridge.

COL“-SquthWest of the northern bridge.

LT CO—We came over the southern bridge with the 1% Corpany pretty much
unscathed and Charlie also passed through those to continue north. Alpha got here shortly after
théy had consolidated. Tt may been...it would have been minutes. It may have been 10or 15
minutés.

COL—J ust over the southern bridge?

LT COI-Ov,er the southern bridge. He started coming under heavy intense fire

-from here, on this side of the street.
_ COLNO the west of the...
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LT COL

§ The northwest of the southem bridge.

| COL*orthwest of the southern bridge.

LT COL-Ne got back in here. We started coming under fire from buildings that

were in here, and like [ sald, there were five enemy soldrers killed here, and...we began to move

~up here. That took usa couple of hours to get through to this spot here

COL_\__"Ioving to the north, just to the east of the MSR?

LT COL_ Right. What’ s known as Ambush Alley, and this is what it was

termed But, we got up here, and that’s where we were able to talk to everyone We were trymg

- - 1o ensure that we had everybody on the northern side, and then we had planned an artrllery

‘prep...nota prep, buta group on this Martyr’s District, cause that’s where we were takmg all the

RPG rounds and .or the majorrty of the RPG. And we. ]mew that we had a vehicle down here

that. ..was not sure whether there were still Marmes in it. So, because we had most of Bravo

| Company’s tracks and a lot of our own thm skin vehicles, we formed up two columns. We were
going to use the tracks on the western side of the MSR. We were going to put the thin skin

‘ Vehicles on the eastern side, _use the tracks to cover, and.. .and move down. We were going to

stop in front of the track that was here, that was down. Trackers would get out, check that.
Marines would get out and check that to see if there were any remammg Marines i in there strll
alive or wounded. As it turned out, the Marines that had been in th1s track went to the second
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: ﬂoor ofa bulldmg that was nght bes1de them, w1th the exception of one dead They went to the
' top wnh their wounded, and they were p1cked up by tanks who came through with Alpha

' Company earlier.

COL “Let’ s talk about the .dead and wounded. What were the...do you know the

number KIA?

LT CO]—At that point, we had what we believed were 12 KIAs and MIAs for a
tofal of 18. And, as it turned oht, our KIAs dropped to 9 and then we had 9 missing. And, it
wasn’t tntil after the third day when the ﬁghting had stopped pretty much around us, and the”
north, that.. | -We were able to get back in here and“n that vehicle I told
you had been hit by RPGs and was carrying mortar round ammumtlon There were ~ in

| v. there. The second day, we went back, based off of a local man who hved in An Nasmyah who
knew where there were a couple o“ﬂot too far from that track. He led us

~ down there and we found them. We were begmnmg to search the vehlcle again, and we could

. st111 find —What we beheved_!hat were in there.

We’re not certain if they may have been part of th-lat were recovered the day before

or addltlonal-)ut Tight now we’re waltmg for the-o come back and

confirm that we had recovered a]l‘ But we re just not certain right now. I think we got most of

e, dofnitcy AR  tis poin, A

cor ANMso. confirmed KIAs right now are, killed in action, are 97
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LT COL (N No right now 12.

COL ‘ So, 12 people.
LT COL _ But, we’re still waiting.

COI- 12 confirmed, we’re still waiting because there are another 6 that haven’t

been accounted for?

LT COL — We're waiting for thel{JJlfifJfto come back for the remaining, the

remaining KIAs.

COL:%_You have any final thought YR

LT COL—: Well, you know, everyday we go back and we try to think of how we
would do this again, over. And I don’t think there was any way to get in there, unless we would
have done as the ...three days later when we started passing remnants of the first Marines
through there, putting in series right down that street. They had a series plotted right down the
middle of the street. And as units came through, they just opened up on the left and right,
suppressing everything as they drove through. We know that because saw it and heard it and had
we been able to have done that on the first day, which we wouldn’t have been able to do that
because it was a....An Nasiriyah was a restricted fire area when we went up there. I think
intel...everything played into the fact that...you know, most of the regular army had...you

|
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' know, was trying to caprtulate or they had already deserted, and that.. there may be small arms |
up there. The bndges weren’ t ngged to be blown It 1ooked like they were hghtly defended, and
the intent was to raprdly get up there and seize the bridges. Our md1cat10ns were that if we had
to go up there, it was gomg tobei in a non-permrsswe envrronment that bndges were not gomg
-V to be defended, that were gomg to. go in there and Just seize them and we were going to open that
route. That intel I don’t think was accurate And-I’m not throwmg stones or spears at any B
| md1v1duals or any specrﬁc level of command, but I think there’s a lot of people above us that
| -would admit, and I’ve talked to a lot of those people that have admltted that the mtel p1cture was
not probably as good or as accurate as everyone thought. No one expected that level of a fightin
- An Nasrnyah. No one. And the other thing that stands out 1s, as we were makmg our way
| ‘through the center of the city on the eastern side of that MSR, and later in the evemng, talking to
the company commanders, and to th1s day What I saw and getting feedback from others to
what they saw, not one Manne or sailor broke under fear, or...you know pamc. If they had
pamcked we would have had ahell of alot more problems than we did. But, everyone of
them it was.. .I remember up there on thls corner, looking around at the Marines as we were
gathering up, there were women and chrldren in the streets wa]kmg in front of us knowmg that
we were recervmg ﬁre from two to three buildings back on the Westem side. They were part of
this defense. They were wa]kmg through the streets and 1ookmg at us, and smlhng and waving
. | and they knew what they were doing. They were bemg used as shields. The Mannes were
holdmg the1r fire because they could not see targets, and they were cahn .there was no srgn of
panic on any of them. It was like, you know .they were too busy thinking about surviving, but

they weren’t panicking. My first thought as we- got into that is, “Jesus Christ, you know. If we

have guys startmg to panic, we’re going to have a real problem on our hands » And I was ta]kmg o




ho was v131bly upset on the rad10, trying to calm him down, and he had reason to -

v be upset because he was catching hell up there. And.. everybody was trying to stay calm and

| collected and they did. ‘That w111 stay with me for the rest of our, hfe, is how those Marmes
responded under that cond1t10n And, like I sa1d I don’t think anybody reahzes the ﬁre ﬁght that
~was up there. I think a lot of people have speculated that it was something else, and that maybe |
th1s was all blown over and what not You need to go down there and walk that terrain. This
bridge here.. the girders, handrails the steel railings on the side of that bridge, underneath ,1t,
there’s not one' ra11mg that does not have the impact of small arms ﬁre, or the bullet impacts
coming up through it. You can see that clearly. And .so if anybody out there tries to say that
this wasn’t a serious engagement or that this was a cakewalk that went bad, they re buffoons,

_ because they weren’t here. They didn’t see it. They drdn’t live through it, and...

. COL-Well, you guys did ahell of a job' and it’s a real tribute to your leadership.

In closing here...

| LT COL _It’s not a tribute to nay leadership. It’s a tribute to the small unit
leaders here, because that was a’small unit leader fight, and that was the last thing. There Were
no big blue arrows here We had a plan, the plan changed dramatlca]ly once we crossed the line
of departure, because there was no place to put our support by fire positions. Everythmg that we
: wanted to do, we couldn’t do This turned mto a small unit leader. Corporals putting wounded
or dead Marines on tracks and takmg the 1mt1at1ve to get them back. Company commanders

deciding, Hey, the intent was to rapidly seize the bridges and pushing on the1r own. There was a

~ lot of small unit leader battles out there, and that’s the story that needs to come out here, not
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‘what the company or battalion d1d but What the Mannes that were ﬁghtmg .then: way through
& r
these streets And what Charhe did on the far side up there was alot of heroes on that day from

those Marines that were up there.
COL-’mAme that will all come out, butit’s still a tribute to you.

M_— Sir, before you close; this is-‘f Sir, Idon’t heheve we initially had this _
on tape. You had mentioned earlier that YOu had learned from the XO of the enemy brigade that

" something may have inspired the Irags to fight, Sir?

You know...we had an opportunity to sit down for two or three hours with the Brigade XO from
' the 23“i Brigade who was, had these three battahons up here to the north, and agam, th1s is Just
his word, but I had the HET team and the interpreters there, and we asked him what they were
thmkmg when they saw us come through. And, he told us that when you'ﬁrst came
through. ..you came through ”looked like you were disorganized, you didn’t even know we
Vwere there. You. drdn’t’ ﬁght back and you were easily overpowered and you came in Weak
- And I was looking at my XO and I’m thinking, “Weak. I mean shit, we couldn’t come inany . |
| harder than we d1d short of firing artillery prep and suppressing the whole city.” And then I
- thought, “You know what, I bet he s talking about the maintenance convoy that came through
| 'earlier; The Army-convoy that had gotten-ambushed in An Nasiriyah. And I asked him, “Are
~ you ta]kmg about the mamtenance convoy that came through?” And he kmd of shook his head

through the interpreter. He said, “Yeah, they had refuelers and they had trucks, but they didn’t

fight when they got engaged, and they were trying to get out of the city. And they ﬁnally;




sfopped most of tbem b‘ack at the rai]road bridge I think like twe or three vehiclee got out.”
Whlch was accurate. It was an accurate descnptlon. And then he told us Fedayeen took the ones
| that were alive pnsoners and he drdn’t know what happened to them after that What he sard

‘ though what made this mterestmg was that when that happened later that morning, it emboldened »
all his soldiers that he st111 had in the ﬁght and the Fedayeen and the Baath party reps, aswellas -
the tribal leaders that were in An Nasmyah. Tbls is what he’s saymg, not what I'm saymg,. ..0
officer, and the head guys were there capturing all this. It emboldened even the tribal leaders to
fight the Amencans, because if this is the best they’ve got, then why not be on the winning side. -
I'm kind of paraphrasmg what he said...And I asked him about that, and he sa1d “When you are N
fighting the Regular Army. Always come in hard and heavy, because they will break and they |
'w111 run. In this case, they came in weak.” But, understand, it was a maintenance convoy t that
~was lost. They drdn’t know they were in An Nasiriyah until they started getting shot at I thmk
And, according to him, they made it all the way up to that T. They had tumed around and started

© getting fire.

| COL-TG the north of the southern or the northern bridge?
“North of the southern bridge, and we formd gear, gas masks and helmets up there when we were
eonSoﬁdaﬁng, and we turned it into tbe HET. We took it back to the rear of the guys who were
| in that convoy. One of them had gotten out alive, of the convoy, and we found gear_ up there on
| the side of the road. And, initially, we thought they may have taken them northeast, because a
lot of the Baath party guys were coming up here to av village that‘ was up here to the northeast

outside our sector. But...as it turned out, I think it was just falling off the vehicles as they were




trying to get out of there. But.. .they obvrously got too far North, turned around and.. He felt it

* gave his. soldlers conﬁdence to take on the Americans. And
MA_ He had, Sir, about three brigades.of troops .at ab‘o_ut 1600 a piece?

_ LT COL'—Yes, according to his estimates, he had the 23 Bngade, Whlch was in
‘the north He had the 504‘h Brigade, whrch was in the city. That wasn’t his brigade, but it was
another brigade commander and then they had the 47, T beheve is what he had down here in the
' southeast He also had a reglment of artillery and mortars heavy mortars that were d15persed
throughout the 01ty They had tanks dlspersed throughout the crty, but mostly to the south of the
| city. Iasked him about all the T55s in the south because visibly, you could see some of them,
T55s looked like they were moperable. And he conﬁrmed that. He basically said most of them,
though were usabie, and later on, you Were able to get into the 'turrets and see that there was still
ammo in the turrets. And I thmk they were using some of them by that southern bridge, the
railroad bridge. There were two on each side of those bndges They were basically dug in like
pill boxes. But we had visibles on four tanks that were physically moving that were engaged and
destroyed. And there were also tanks that were observed, turrets rotating. So, somebody was in

them We're not certam who, but the CAAT guys and the tankers Just took them out

, i Did he talk about the paramilitaries, Sir, that were in the city?

v corf N v os. e seid that. ..OK, I think T wrote that dovn here...he said

Fedayeen,' there were between 500 to 806 Fedayeen Freedom Fighters in the city. He was not
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'sure how many of the Baath And he did tell us that he didn’t think there re anyRenublican
Guard ofﬁcers in the 01ty We knew that wasn’t true because we were catching Republican
* Guard trying to get back into the city, because they had their ]Ds in their umforms We had
killed five, two of them which I saw, on the eastern side, three more in front of the tank that got
stuck. That was apparen'tly engaged by the tank. One of their machine guns here 7.62 k111ed _
them, cut them down as they were running across in front of them. There were later on five
Repulican Guard across the berm up here, on ) the second day of the fight, and .we were bemg
engaged by What appeared to be these two battahons on the left and right probmg These guys
pretty much went into the city. But these two- guys stayed out where they were at, and they were
h1tt1ng us on the second and third day. And we killed ﬁve Repubhcan Guard officers up here in
the north And at least that’s what I have now. I never saw those guys, physma]ly, but...the
I-IET had confirmed that they were Repubhcan Guard But we were catchmg Republican Guard
| officers going back through here», and we were catching them...actually, this is where most of the

: thickltrafﬁc was going.
OL ‘Where was that?

‘ LT COnght hers, Sir. Coming through here.
_Cdl‘hrough the T north. -

LT COL“ Through the east west and north T- .. .of the route 7. And we put aroad

block over here guarding this bridge. Wehad a roadblock guarding the northern bridge. Wehad




a road block to the east. Most of our EPWs were intercepted here, at this ééstem road block and

here and they were trying to get back into the city.
. COL MR This ves after the incident?
LT COI_Fhis was after the incidént yes, Sir. This was on the séc;ond and third

: day The ﬁrst day, we captured the Brigade CO, who was coming back in an ambulance along

this eastern MSR, and then he turned 1eﬁ and got stopped right at the bndge by our tanks

COL.‘J% me close this, before I run out of tape here. And then we can talk. In
closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct that you not to disguss'
your testlmony with anyone without the board’s permission or until thé report has been officially

.released to the public. Do you understand‘?

Lt co R = 5160
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| COL-Your name?
- COL MMM Social Seourity number?
COLAGED And your billet?
: M.AJ-My billet is the Operations Officer for 1 Battalion, 2™ Marines.

coL -Ay name s Cotouel-d under the direction of the board

o pres1dent Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we’re mvestrgatmg a friendly fire incident

| that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq. This mvestlgatlon, conducted under.
DOD Instruction 6055.7 is separate and apart from any other mvestlgatlon that may have been -
~ conducted concernmg this incident. The: purpose of this mvesugauon isto produce a publicly
releasable report on the facts and circumstances surroundmg this mmdent and gather and
preserve evidence for use in clarms, litigation, d1$c1p1mary actlons, adverse administrative

- proceedings and for all other purposes. Your sworn testlmony to me may be used for any proper
purpose and may be released to the pubhc Addluonally, the cham of command will review the

al report ‘Do you understand what I have just read to you‘7
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MASEEED Yes, sir.

COL-Fi_nally, do you.al'so understand that you are being interviewed as a witness -
-in th1s fnendly fire incident and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdenuahty has been

extended to you‘)

. MATHER: ves, i, 1 do.

COL —30 you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

_ the matter now under i mvestlgatmn shall be the truth and nothmg but the truth so help you God?
MAJ -Yes, Sir. | |
COL m would you please walk me through your knowledge of what

- 'transplred on the 23" of March?
MA_Yes Sir. We were using a1to 15,000 graphic map of An Nasiriyah,

CoL —As we go through this, if you would use terms that could be understood

when we trancribe the tape as much as possible.

MA'We had driven all night from J alibah, which is approximately 60 kilometers south
of An Nasiriyah with the purpose of securing two bridies, one crossing the Euphrates aﬁd one
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crossing the Saddam canal. As \'is}e moved up toward An Nasiriyah, seve;ai ]_dlometers" southof B
| the city,_we started taking indirect fire from what we believed at the time were eneni_y mortars;
At that tiJne, we engaged W1th our 81 millimeter mortars, What we observed on a building in the
distance we thought tobe an FO. And then closer in there were several bnildings that we started'
rece1vmg sporad1c small arms ﬁre from. That we sent our CAT Teams, and that’s compnsed of
our-anti armor systems our tows and our heavy machine gun team, which are M-19s and 50
caliber machine guns. They engaged md1v1duals in several of the bmldmgs, individuals who
. then ﬁthdrew, and we continned to receive eperadie indirect fire and small arms fire. We
continued moying north along route 7/8 up toward An Nasiriyah, and we received more mdlrect
ﬁe. At that time we feceived areport from our lead company, at that time was Teanl Tank.
" Team Tank was cornprised- Qf Alpha Companjr'Sth Tanks, with the additien ofa nlateonof N
mfantry from Bravo Company, 1 Battalien, 2™ Marines. One platoon of tanks and Alpha
C'ox-npansa .8“‘ tanks had also been sent over to Bravo 'Conapany to form what was known as Teamvv
" Mech. So, at the time, the battalion had _four naaneuver units, up inside the maneuver units, there
_was ATpha Company, a mechanized mfantry company, Charlie Comp'any a mechanized infantry
" company. Aipha Company 8™ tanks, now know as Team Tank, and Bravo Company 1/2 now

~ known as Team Mech and that’s how I’ll refer to them. We were leading with Team Tank.

- Team Tank was notified that came upon individuals from the Army who said that their coln_mn

had been ambushed and that they still had individuals left in or near the city. At that point Team
Tank was engaged, and we had also pushed up Alpha’ cempany, which was second in order of
movement...exuse me...Bravo Company, Team Mech, who was in second in order of
movement to engage the hostile forces. Team Tank pushed the 1nd1v1duals from the Army to the
rear, and they came up to us and told us that they still had friendlies w1th1n the city. So, that

while we were engaging with Team Mech and Team Tank I also push Alpha Company forward

J-91




: and then Team Mech andvAlpha Company primarily handled the engagement closest to. uswhile
 Team Ta..nk pushed forward and extracted, 1 beheve four 1nd1v1duals from What I later learned
-was a site rrght by the railroad bndge, which led mto An Nasmyah Now those md1v1duals were,
: some of them had been shot. They were brought back to our CP Wthh had been estabhshed just
south of An Nasmyah, and ﬁ'om there I was coordmatmg movement of the compames What
- happened at that point was, because of all the racmg back and forward, most of the tanks ran out
of fuel, or were low on fuel So, we had to send them back to refuel. Sometime durmg that Gen '
—nd Coierived at the CP. At this time Qas forward of the
'battahon, was forward w1th I beheve Company A and Team Mech He asked me what was
| going on, if I had recommendations. I recommended that one of the other battahons come up on-
our left and that we push forward using route 7/8asa boundary between the two units, and that
- we push southmto the city. The General then said that it was irirportant that we seize the-
bridges, and I informed Cc_f that. I gotup with Cﬁl pushed forward.
I let him know what the General said. He told me he had spoken with the General and that a- '
: 'determmatlon was made that we had to push forward with our plan to seize the bridges. One
< thmg of note is that we had always been bnefed both ay Regiment and by MEB that we would
not seize the bridges if we were engaged We would only seize the bridges if there was no

‘ hostlle fire and we were able to go across the river.
COL SN W ho bricfed that?

M—That was briefed by RCT, and I believe it was aiso briefed by MEB. This was
several weeks prior, and during all of our planning at no time were we told that we would seize =

the bridges. In fact, it was stressed that we could not seize the bridges if we were receiving fire.
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'And that, instead, we would establish defensive poéitions south of thenver and block enemy |

forces so that the Army and Marine forces could use Route 1 moving along the south.

CO]-SO that was briefed by the Reg1menta1 Commander or the 2™ Reglment

and the Task Force Tarawa Commander?

MA_ Iknow for a fact, we were bﬁeféd by RCT 2, by the RegimentvCommander, and
the Operatlons Officer. The Operations Ofﬁcer from RCT2 told me that he had been speclﬁcally |
bnefed that by Task Force Tarawa and thelr higher. I’d have to check my notes, but I beheve
that was also briefed at a meetmg.that I was at, and that was briefed by Task Force Tarawa
higher. As aresult of the engagement we had earher, Inow had Bravo Company leadmg, minus
their tanks because they had gone back to reﬁlel I had Alpha Company followmg in trace of
Bravo Company, and because we’d seen some movement off to our left flank, I had pushed
Charlie Company to our left flank and Alpha ahd Cha_r]ie were 'mov'ing' forward m a bounding
oVet' watch, in trace of Bravo. Our intent then was to go with our .ortginal order of movement
" and brmg Charlie in behind Bravo. But, because of the terrain, we ended up leaving Alpha .
behind Bravo so that as we approached the raihoad bridge, Bravo was in the tead, Alpha
immediately behind th'em,,énd Charlie still on the left flank of Alpha; So, what ended up |
happening was...we ended going in Bravo, Alphh_, Charhe. The original mission called for
Team Tank to éstablish a support by mé- position _south of the Euphrates River, so that Alpha
Company could seize the bridge. At which p§int, Bravo Comt)any would pass through Alpha,
push north and establish a support by ﬁré vpo'sition and pass throUgh_ohj ective 2, or provide
suppott by fire for Char]ie Company as they seized objective 2, and then Bravo would push -
through and seize objective 3 at the T intersection north of the horthem bridge. |
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coLilB ere was Team Tank then?_

MA_Team Tank, all the platoons were back refueling, So they weren’t forward to

 establish the support by fire beoause of the earlier engagement. We pushed Bravo VCompany up,

and as we approached the railroad'bridge ‘we started receiving more and more direct fire, and
that was also when we started receiving reports of tanks to our front I w1tnessed TOWs engage. |
I thmk at least three engagements on tanks, and I saw one J avelm engagement onatank. It was
at the railroad bridge, I came upon the wreckage 2021 grid square, 2031 to the northeast corner-

»' of the 2031 grid square. At that point I saw the wreckage of what I beheve was an LVS that was

~ burning. It belonged to the Army The Bravo Company was receiving ﬁre on the bndge They

had passed forward of the bndge, and they strll had some vehicles on the bndge We were there.

'several minutes engagmg several tanks I beheve they were receiving direct ﬁre from heavy

machine guns. We pushed over the bndge I was Just in trace of Bravo Company So I'was just

- to the south side of the bndge and the battahon gunner was w1th me, my vehicle was nght next
to the Battahon Commander s vehicle, so we were able to mmess most of this engagement. I

- followed in trace of them over the railroad bridge, then the fire is slaokened somewhat as yve
moved to the Euphrates River bridge, the southern Abridge. Alpha Company followed 1n trace
and as Alpha Company cleared'out of the way, Charlie Company came up in trace behind left :
We pushed over the southern bridge w1th Bravo Company They halted for a short time on the
southern bridge because they were recelvmg fire, mainly direct small arms fire and heavy
machine gun fire. I think prlmanly from their west. We continued pushmg up the street, some
of those vehicles were halted. I was dnvmg my driver and I were in a Humvee and I also had Lt |

-m there There was a cons1derab1e amount of small arms fire passmg from both sides of

the street. My impression at the time and afterwards was that there was a lot of small arms fire,




" 'btlt it Was inaccurate. I thmk that was the only Saving-' graee, was .that vvhoever was shootihg at "
_us was very inaccurate with thevr'rﬁres. 1 vvitnessett at least one RPG land and bounce about 10
'feet in front of my vehiole as we were moving_ down the road. The original plan Was to have
Bravo Company establish a support by fire to the eastern .srde_ of the northern bridge. So, vvha_t ,
they did was they'cameup and moved north past the first apartment buildings on the left. We v
took a nght hand turn and moved adJ acent to some buildings and our goal being to push up to the
open area to the eastern side and establish support by fire to support Charlie Company s seizure
of the second bndge Or ongmally Bravo Company provides then' own support by ﬁre and they
bserze the second bridge. Or, the alternate plan was, they provide the support by fire for Charhe
’ Company to se1z_e the second bridge. At grid 2-2-1, 3-5-7. That’s where we encountered the
mud. There was no ground reoonnaissance atlany.le_vel prior to going in here. There had been
- no ground reconnaissance of the city, itself, or of the canals. We had previously submitted a
retluest for information PIRS and IRs pertaining to crossing sites on the Euphrates River,
‘crossing srtes on the south canal, enemy pos1t10ns within An Nasmyah, enemy positions south of
An Nasmyah on the canal and on the Euphrates river. None of those requests for mformanon
’ fvvere ever filled. The only information we recelved was that there were severat tanks within the
city and that a battalion heaquarters for artillery was located somewhere to the north vicinity of
the T intersection. There was no detailed'.information on enemy disposition, other than they
beheved several battahons were in the area, and that they were Fedayeen and other Irregular |
forces wﬁhm the olty The emphas1s at every level and every briefing that we went to was that |
the enemy forces within the city were capltulatmg. When we got to 2-2-1-3-5-7, as I'oame up, 1
saw that there were several traos stuck in the mud at almost half the trac level. I dismounted my
Humvee, and that’s when I also started expenencmg comm problems. There were several power :

lines in there so it was dlfﬁcult gettmg comm. I walked

ough to where the tanks were, and




4 walked my vehlcle and CDI veh1c>le ona path S0 We could try to get around We then started
recelvmg ﬁre from w1th1n the quadrant of where We were. It was sporadrc small arms ﬁre In‘an |
- effort to get the tracks out, because we had our C-7, our P-7. the chase P 7 for the C-7 were both
~ stuck in the mud, and there were two tanks and I beheve one Humvee stuck in the mud. They
attempted to extricate them. It was takmg awhrle I talked with the Battahon Commander and
- made, a de01s1on that we needed to pull h1s Vehrcle and my vehicle out of there to a place where
we could establish comm. We only had sporadlc comm at that pomt within the battalion. We
‘ pushed up and then went down several side streets, and I'm not sure of the exact grid Where we |
‘ ended up. I think it was probably, either here, either in the | ____about 2*1-6-3-7—6 or 2-1-6-3-
7 -8, but on a corner by an intersection where there were some buildings in an open field. We
| had a number of other vehicles with us, by that pomt a mix of tracks and most of the forward
vehicles forward Humvees. We wa1ted in that pos1tlon, we got some better comm Most of the
comm we had at that pomt was with Alpha Company, sporadrc comm with the mam He was
enroute to that position, as we were moving between 2-2-1-3-5-7 ina pos1t10n where Icould get
better comm and I heard L-m the radio callmg for an abort on air. Irepeated that call, but

- P’'m unsure if anybody heard me.

OL-: Who did you repeat it to?

MA-I repeated it over battahon TAC 1, net ID 694 severai times. Idid not get a
response And that was part of the problem the entire day As far as command and control went,
our o_ngmal plan called for the forward to be estabhshed south of the southern bridge, and then
‘mo'ye in trace of Bravo C‘ompany. When the C-7, P-7 with the main would take their place in

order to facilitate the relief in place. That way We would have a command and control element
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forward and oneback, and ideally that would"facilitate condrhand and cdldlttol‘ at the bridge, and
- _we would be able to talk to each other,' and over the 4 Akil_.lometers We’d have taken no inor_e than.'2
1<i101ﬁeters ﬁot:n command and contrel vehicles. Comm jﬁst wasn’t there. We really weren’t
~ able td talk to eachvother. I‘stand several hours, next te that ﬁeld,_ whﬂe we coordinated. We, at
that poi;nt,. knew that Charlie Con:tpany had secuted-the northern bridge. rd heatd that there -

- 'were casualties, but I ‘Was unsure how many. I did not knovt that an A-10 had presumably
attacked them. Ionly knew that there had been a call for an abort on air. As Ilooked down the
street to the north, towards the southem bridge, I could see an Amtrack in the middle of the road
I heard that one had been hit and presumed destroyed. Ialso heard, I thmk, that another one had
been hit, butI wasn’t quite sure. And, I'm dot quite stlre what time, sevetal houts before dark, I
saw a number of tlehicles from.. .w‘e._ had coordinated with Alpha Company because we Wanted:
‘them to move forward and reinforce Charlie, but once again, sporadic comtn. I know at eome. '

point they did,"a‘nd they were able to reinforce Charlie Compa-ny. on the northern bridge, whieh.is
what I and the battal_ien commander wanted.. .bﬁt we, I don’t know if, at that time, theyv received
| that message, and I don’t think they did. And then several of the forees from our area Went and
then rejoined them. Then the issue was extracting bu; force.. ;having been there for several |
hours, we had started receiving some sporadic heavy tnachine gun fire from our southwest. fflie
other thing we heard up in the northern portiod of the city, coming from the
ﬁorthwest. . .evetytime a vehicle Went by there, there was heavy small ms fire coming from :
 what we later learned was the Martyr’s building atea. We developed a plan to employ artillery
fire on the Mat‘tyr’ s building area As we moved uﬁ, we created a shield Of AAVs that the'
Humvees could stage behmd We pushed up to the Amtracks because we had heard that there
was several Marmes that had been seen on top of a building and we saw the Amtrack there, SO

we Wanted to take a look and see what was in there. I thmk there was more than one Amtrack

i
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’ .
there. One was burmng We 1ooked in one. “We extracted one wounded and o one dead We did

not receive ﬁre when we went up there at that point. They checked the top of the bmldmg, did

~ not see any Marmes up there, and then we pushed across the northern bndge As we approached

 the northern bridge, we had used artillery fire to prep the Martyr’s bulldmg area before gomg in

there. We had Marines go out and search the two Amtracks recovered, “ ,

and pushed across the northern bndge As we crossed the northern bridge, I looked to my front

“and Isaw out on the bank of the canal there were several dug in pos1t10ns one of which had a, 1
‘believe an 82 mrlhmeter mortar another wh1ch had a 14.75 machine gun As I looked to my |

_ rear, I saw other dug in pos1t10ns w1th the same. They were clearly visible as we pushed across. |
I later learned that the entire bank on either s1de, the north and south side of the Saddam canal
extending all the way down on elther side, just had dug in posxtrons throughout the entire length,
and that the enemy’s main defensive area was Just forward of the northem;bndge. 4We pushed
beyond the northern bridge. I got up with Charlie Cornpany. We pulled the rest of the battalion

' through, established themina hasty defense, basically a 360. Most of them Wwithin the 224(l grid
square. The T to the north, we were several hundred meters south of the T, and we were on both
. sides of what had been the 23 Command ‘post. The following mormng, we reonented our —
defenses. We pu_shed Team Tank, Panzer south to coyer the northern bridge. Company A was
pushed to cover an intersection wrthm the 1941 grid square. Charlie -Company. and Bravo
Company pushed out from either side ofthe T intersection Throughout the day, we received
dlrect ﬁre from enemy force in the area, and mdlrect fire. Alpha Company J1 have to check
the exact time that they secured that intersection: The purpose for that was to ensure that the
route from the northern bridge up to the T where we estabhshed a traffic control pomt down to

the next T Wthh is where Alpha Company estabhshed another traffic control point was clear so

' that we could push our 1% Marines forward The first mﬁt we did spend there a Bntlsh recon
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team oﬂ I think, twd vehiales canae up to ua an'd.requested bassage through aur lines because
they wanted to recon Route 7. They were gone several hours, came back and they sa1d they had
pushed north on Route 7 and been ﬁred at. Everytlme they stopped bya v111age they sa1d very
heavy small axms fire the entire way And they came back and stayed w1th us that mght and |
| then pushed south to link back up with thelr unit. We ~estab11shed control of the route and then
" pushed the iSt -Marines through us, at which»-point, fhey ﬁred at us and inﬂictéd another casualty

onus. And that’s pretty much it, Sir.

' COL'-K, when Charlie came across the bridge here, they turned left. Is that

corr;qt?
M.A.-Yéah, I _kndw they had some forces thaf'pushea to the west. But that was...
| COL—Along " canai?
' :M--The canal is here, aad that was just tributaries. I think fhat was raainly just ‘to find

a place to get out of the indirect fire. ‘It’s my understanding that they were receiving very heavy

* indirect fire, |
COL-Was.it possilaly{thi.s along here? |
M‘ es, Sir. |
COL- OK, ahything else?
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MAD o, Sir. That's about it

-Thank yom ve got a closing that I need to review. In closmg, I

' ‘want to remind you that this is an OfﬁCIal interview, and direct that you not discuss your
: test:mony without the board s perm1s31on or unti_l the report has been ofﬁcially released to the

public. Do you understand?

M/’- I understaﬁd.A
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12 Apnl 2003

Intemew with Ca~

.COL-’Iease state your name, rank, social security number and yOur organization.

CAPT_'ngtam_US Marine Corps Social Secunty number is XXX-

XX-XXXX, 1°* Battalion, zn“ Marines, Air Officer.

COL —My name is Colone.nd under the direction of board pres1dent,

Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we’re investigating a ﬁ'lendly ﬁre mmdent that occurred

~ on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq. Th1s investigation, conducted under DQD Instructlon

6055.7 is separate and apart from any other inve_stigation whieh may have been conducted

| concerning this incident. The purpose of this investigation is to produce a bublicly releasable
report on the facts and clrcumstances surrounding this mc1dent and gather and preserve ev1dence

" for use in claims, htlgatlon, d1sclphnary actions, admmlstratlve proceedmgs and for all other
purposes. Your sworn testimony to me may be used for any proper purpose and may be released

" to tﬁe pul-)lic‘. Additionally, the chain of command will review the final report. Do you

understand What I'have just read to you?
CAPTHER Yes, Sir
_ COL-nally, do you understand that you’re being mtemewed as a witness in

this ﬁ'lendly fire mvestlgatlon and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdentlahty has been

extended to you?

& 5
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caliiD Yes, Sit. I do.

COL “Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testlmony you are about to glve in

the mat;pr under i mvesugatlon shall be the truth and nothmg but the truth, so help- you God?
cAP i o
OL_’here were you located on the 237 of March 03? -

AP 1 was located in the Command and Control variant in the C-7 in the forward

command post.
. COL-Wh'ereabouts in relation to Nasiriyah?

~ -CAP'-We were in the vicinity of Phase line Slim at the point when we first took fire

and that would be the first indirect fire that we took at that point.

" COL-I understand out here that you’re using three types of Close Air Support. -

: Would you please describe these for me?

_ CAP'I-Yes, Sir. Type 1 is pilot direct control, which used to be a pilot forward

 control. I could see the aircraft. I could see the térget, make sure he’s not pointed at me, make
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- —’I‘hat $ Type 2. Type 3 we, essentlally, give: the pllot an area to work in to glve

him a clear to engage call based on the targets in that area,

| COL— understand-that' there’s a battalion ops ordér that has indicated that the
only type of CAS that you’re authorized to use is Type 1, unless the commandmg officer directs’

- Type 2 or Type 3 CAS to be directed. Is that true?

. CAP'- Yes, Slr The way the order is written is Type 1 pilots direct control can be
used on approval and has to go through me and the fire support coordinator. The Type 2 can also
be approved by me and the fire support coordmator And then Type 3 requires battahon

- commander s approval

- COL -OK We’ll get nght to the heart of this. On ...the incident on the 23",
Well, let’s step back a minute. This ops order, Was this verbally briefed to yourself and to all the

FACs?.

' CAPT- Yes, Sir. Iwas briefed in the operations order which they were all present at.




presenr_when this ops

 COLAMMEBMSNE So, they

order was briefed?_ :

all present when. -

CAPT- Yes, Sir. AlI the ofﬁcers in the battalion and all the staffs were present When
the ops order was grven The only exceptlon may be was M~ecause he was late j Jom
FAC that was gomg with Tank Company later on. I had briefed him separately on the

: procedures that were in the approval process that takes place for Types 1, 2 and 3.

, COL-OK-m there on the 23" of March. Do you know the

call sign of the aircraft that he called in?

N

CAP'- No, I don’t.
COL-DO you know what type of CAS—
- CAP No. T dort, Six.

CO ou were currently located with the FSC, and your radro was damaged and

you couldn’t talk W1th hlgher headquarters on the 23" of March. Is that correct?

car g ves, sic
oL AR v could you talk t0?
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CAP- The only person Icould talk to was...I had comm with my FACs mma]ly

After the first T5 5 engagement that we engaged with Cobras, I had lost comm with all my FACs.

.

COI—What yvere the call signs of the Cobras?

CAPT_I don’t recall Sll‘ I dldn’t lcnow the information that was getting &om hlgher at
that point was we had a section of Cobras coming. I had no UHF capab1hty, so I didn’t hear
them coming. They said they didn’t know the call sign, I said have them contact MOUTH on the
TAD net that we were workmg on that day, and.. they pushed them in automatically. I had no

_ idea what the call s1gns were of the aircraft that showed up all day. .

COI-O, you didn’t have communications w1th MOUTH durmg this. Did you

have eommumcatlons at d1£ferent tlmes?

- CAP- Initially, I had up to the first mortar engagement and then shghtly after Bravo
Company took the lead for the battahon AsI contmued to move up just after the southem

o ra11road bridge. Before we got to the bridge over the _E‘uphrates, I'lost commwith MOUTH or

o _and I'had never got comm with again after that.
COL— So:you didn’t talk to the A-10s that came on station.




" CAP-NO Sir -I ditdﬁ’t .talk to any airc'raﬁ from the actually, I couldn’ tta]k to any
alrcraﬁ at all W1th the excepuon of one huey that showed up Just after the tanks took indirect ﬁre

- and the very first engagement that we got when went troops in contact. I contacted a huey that

| happened to be on the net ID. I think the net ID Wa-I can’t remember off hand They

‘came i in. Ithmk they were a C-2 variant. Ididn’t have very good comm w1th them, and

‘MOUTH was actually talkmg for a little bit on that same net. .
cor A« vout

- CAP Yes, Sir. And I d1dn’t have comm with any other aircraft after that At least
not talkmg to the aircraft directly. My UHF radio wasn’t workmg The TARHAR was workmg
back to V]K]NG and CHIEFTAIN at that time.

COLMYNP VK ING is Task Force Tarawa?
. CAP- VIK]NG is the reglment and then.. they were actually helping me request the

air since I didn’t have good comm with CH]EFTAIN all the time. Ihad good comm W1th

V]K]NG for a whﬂe

OL N Vet was CHIEFTAIN?

'CAPT - CHIEFTAIN is the AFC that’s co-located with Task Force Tarawa. That is

who you request the air from. As we continued to push up after Bravo Company took the lead
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and Charlie Company and moi?é”d up next to thAem.’ As we, continued to move up, I had comm |
with MOUTH. Ihad no comm vﬁth the aircrafi. The information that I was g'etting. over fhe

__TARHAR net at that point, since I still had comm with V]_I(]NG, was that hey,f we got a séction
of aircraft ... the section of aircraft coming in happened to be a section or division of Cobras |

, c_omj.ng up at the time. At that point, they were doing some engagementé. Bravo Company

- actually had a face to face Wlﬂ- tell him the plan, and thé.t fhe deconﬂicﬁon plan

s to engage targets that 3 you see that are hostﬂe a click and beyond us so that we could have |
some deconfliction with the tracks and things like that. That’s right when Charlie was basically .
han_d]ing both cbmpanies‘ Sinée we didn’t have a FAC with Charlie Company handling the fire
support for the air p1ece of this as we were moving up As they moved into, over this railroad
bndge, at least based on the posid that I was gettmg onmy maps since Ididn’t have much

- visibility outside because I was inside the C-7. As they,moved over the ra:l]road bndge, I had
lost comm with CHIEFTAIN, or with VIKING on my TARHAR net, and I called MOUTH and

B éaid he};' MOUTH I need yoﬁ to get on guard ahd contactr any a1rcraﬁ you can and get us soﬁe
help, because I can’t do anything for you right now. Shortly after that, I lost comm w1th him,
--and obwously I had no UI-IF capability, so I don’t know what air showed up on station afcer that.

- T have no recollectlon of it. 1have no knowledge of the alrcraﬂ showing up on station after that

pomt Other than what I saw ﬂymg around when we were stuck in the city in the mud.

COL ql:lre support coordmatlon, the ﬁre support coordmauon oﬂicer didn’t have

contact with anybody
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CAPT.H.e was talkii gfw1th VlKlNG fires, and they were tellmg us-intermittently when .

aircraft were comjng; but I'm not sure if they were g1v1ng us the full air p1cture L1ke Isaid, I

- have 1o knowledge of what was showmg up at that point.

I-When did you first become aware that there was a problem with A-lOs on

Charlie Company?

, CAP" I dldll’t Sir. I didn’t know until after we got evacuated out of the city that
mght, and we actually stayed at Bravo Company’s pos1t10n And Ihad talked him out, and .. he |
was pretty heart broken from what I could tell. I'asked h1m what was wrong and he thought

there'might have been a Blue on Blue, and that was the first time I had heard of it.

‘What m_ay to you? Did he say anything to you about the -

incident?

. CAPT- I don’t recall, Slr We were both kmd of dumbfounded from the whole
incident. I was really taken back He said that...that, you know...I saw the A-lO and ...le got
~ some mtelll_gence that there might be a mechamzed unit commg down ﬁ'om the north and had
them engaged, and that was pretty much all I remember ﬁ'om the conversation. It was pretty

- tiresome and I hadn’t slept much the mght before, and I'm not sure 1f he had elther but...

OL- That’s a tough situation. When did you start getting cas-evac calls?
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CAP- -When we were stuck in the mud,‘ I actually started bicking ﬁp comm on the -

TARHAR net from CHIEFTA]N and I heard people ﬁa]king over tfxe fires net requesting fires to
VIKING, or requesting medéyacs. I'heard that over one of the nets using battalion - |

TAC1or Regimental TAC 1 or Regimentd.ﬁres or the TARHAR. B‘ut.that’s when we started
hearing the medevac calls for Cha;lie Company. I Wasﬁ’t sure that there had been any incident :
with aviation itting any body at that point. T just knew we had casualies. T was trying as hard as

I could to try to get comm ﬁp and to at least facilitate getting medevacs in with the information -

fhat Iknew.

" COL . o you have anything else that you want to add?

' CAP’I- I’m not sure v;rhat else I can say about the incident, S1r 1didn’t really have

| 4 muchkpowledge of what happenéd that Vday.} Once I lost my fadios, Ireally didn’t.. .coﬂdn’t
really talk to anybody, and everythjﬁg elée is héarsay. “The things that I’w}e ']ieard, from my

“ knowledge of that day, everything that I knew basically stopped as soon as I lost comm, and I

" have n§ knowledge of an.y'other ajrcraft oth_ér that what ﬁd told me about a section of

| ‘Cobras and a section of A-10s checking in on station. 1did have contéct mt_ :Who _
is- the assistant FSC and I told him that hey; §ve’v<_3 got a section of Cobras and a section of A-10s

| 6hecking in on station. I don’t know what time it was. Wé were taking fire, and I think an RPG

. hit nearby us. So at that point, I think we were more concerned. ..we cllidn’thave'the fight at that

‘point in terms of fires aﬁd the FSC... .with the FSC, v, I'm not certam that we were actually doiﬁg

anythmg I think we mainly had to ﬁght at that point, and §ve‘ were feaily trying to get out .of the

city, and- we were looking for recovery.




COL -In closing, I want to remmd you that this i is an ofﬁmal mterVIew and direct

not to dlscuss your testlmony with anyone Wlthout the board’s permission or untll the report has

been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

CAPT.- Yes, Sir. I do.
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~ -COL -lease state your name, rank, social security number and your billet. .

MA- My name 1s~ Major, XXX-XX-XXXX. I'm currently

assigned as a Forward Air Controller to Alpha Company Tanks, who is currently attached to 1/2.

- CO - . B My name is Coloneh_under the dir_eetion of the board .'
president, Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we’re investigating a friendly fire incident
that occurred on 23 Mareh 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. This investigation, eondue’;ed under -
DOD Instruetion 6055.7 is separate and apart from any other inyestigation which may have been |
condncted concerning this incident. The purpose of th1s investigaﬁon is_ to produce a publicly
| releasable report on the facts and circum_stenc_es Surronnding this incident end gather and |
- preserve eYidence qu use in claims, liﬁgeﬁon, disciplinary actions, adverée administrative
| B prOceedings and for all other purposes. Your swoi'n testimony to me ;ney be used for any proper
- purpose and may be released to the public. Addltlonally, the chain of command will review the

ﬁnal report. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

MA._ Yes, Sir. 1 do.

= COL-Finally,v do you also understan_d that you’re being interviewed as a witness R

in this friendly fire incident and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has been
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E COL-)O you solemnly swear or affirm that the testlmony you are about to give in

the matter now under i mvestrgauon shall be the truth and nothmg but the truth, so help you God? -
MA~ So-help me God.

COL-I understand that there’ s an operatlons order covermg the three types of

CAS that will be used out here Is that correct?

l\- Yes, Sir, there is,
COL -Ian you explain those types of _CAS-please?

M- Yes, Sir. Type 1 CAS is eyes-on, traditional CAS asIcallit. Type2 CASis
- reasonable aésurance,‘ such as they have the target, they have the SA, they oan- describe the target.
I'may not have the exact eyes-on, but they can drop Type 3 is they’re basically on their own to

conduct CAS

COL-I understand accordmg to the operatlons order that the Type 1 CAS was
pnmanly to be used. Type 2 CAS, dlrecuon for that use had to be by the fire support |
coordination center, and Type 3 CAS was only going to be released by the commandmg

officer...Is that true, to your knowledge? :




MA_That was verbally briefed to me. . You have to u.nderstand, Sir, that I Jomed :
- twWo days before we stepped across the line. Thad none of the bneﬁngs pnor to that. It was

pretty much grab your stuff get on the tank and let’s get going type of
- coNuMN /1.0 vas it that pn'efed th;t to yqu?'

MAJ f_n was briefed to me by coco.

éo’ | B And who is COCO?

M.Aé COCO is the Air Officer.

COL-)K, so you were verba.lly bnefed on that. To your knowledge, were all the

other FACs briefed on it?

| ‘ MAJ — It wouid be an apsurppﬁop. 3

'Cowere' Werp you on the 23 of March .rel-ative to the An Nasiriyah fight?
_Weﬂ, Sir, I'll start.,...ﬂae ﬁght fo-r me, it was...a start well south of An

Nasiriyah. Our exact location, I'll call it south of the garbage dump Probably 4 clicks south of - -

the garbage'dﬁmp. We were leading a road march which we had not refueled the tanks, and we
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were going to move straight Eom the road march,' straight into an attae 1 An Nasiriyah. We

had requested rotary wing support. We requested rotary wmg support to prov1de an overwatch '
and rotary wing was supposed to have shown up, Ibeheve, if memory serves mie, 0300 Z. We -
, Were-m the road march moving across the LLV and the rotary wing support was not there. We
continued to press, and I was ndmgm the XO’s tank, which is the FAC tank for our company.
noticed off the left side that there was a white pickup‘ truck, with some man ushermg women and
children into it, and they were quickly getting mto the pickup truck to take off. About 30 or 40
seconds later as we pulled up a little bit closer to along side a small dwelling or dwelling
'complex, we began takmg mortar ﬁre and small arms fire. Wewent into.. 1t wasan
ambush .we then actioned and returned fire first with the 240s and then the coaxial gun and then
w1th main gun. As we...as that was concludmg, we basrcally, we’re off...the tanks were |
coming back on the road, take a deep breath, about ready to step off again and then press with
‘the attack A Humvee came screammg up atus. It was hterally smokmg I mean the tires were
on ﬁre It came up and as we got a little b1t closer, we could tell it was all shot up, and a sold1er
came out yelling that they had been ambushed up further north. At that time,'one of the Sections
L of-'the tanks sprinted forward.. I'told vthe XO_I ~had.t.o get to tead trace to support. Because_ we had
| gone troops in contact, wenow had air showing up. 4 So about the time we started to sprint

forward, the air was showing up, because we had...
‘ COL.Vhat air showed up?
M- Two Cobras.




' COL-DO you réﬁember the call signs?
I\/L- No, Slr I’ll be honest with you, we had so much air show up, I had to revert
to Cobra, Harner I mean that sa debnef all in itself, So Cobra showed up and we pressed
forward, set up the blocking position north of the Army convoy and that was in tho garbage
dump area. We rolled up just _righ't Behin_d them and set up the blocking positioﬁ. I then began
funhing air againét another small housing complex, and .then deeper air agaijnst atreeline and T55
and two ZSUs and baswally we were startmg to run mto their defens1ve posmons ‘I don’t know -

‘how detaﬂed you want me to be as far as..

_COL-et’s g0 ahoad o little bit. Did you hear, on your radios, any calls from |

: M.A_: OK. Imean, let me, I guess I do.n.eéd'to proceed on the timeline. We sat
| there and -‘prosecuted air targets and while we prosecuted targets with air, with rotary wing and
- with some Harriers ﬁntil we were able to extract the soldiers. And thefe were some medical .
issues and othei'.-. ‘.the tracks moved up, éo that took some time. At this time, we’re _now going
low on fuel...I mean now we were in a critical state of fﬁei. So, we then...pull tho tanks back to
the head of the column, and we’re informed thét _our tanks can only get! Bl

’ - So, we start cycling tanks and tanks through this process.

I don’t know how the decision...I mean, the decision T guess was then made to go ahead and

press the attack. And now we’re hot following. It’s not.th_e Team Tank in the lead. It’s Team




Mech gomg to the lead. And so Team Mech proceeds forward and I’'m kind of plugged in on

what’s gomg on. We're trying to get the debrief...
COL-Whe was the FAC fer Team Mech?»
MAJ-I believe that yvould be COCo. .

: COL—And coco is? |

o

- MATJ — Alpha Company. I don’t know my call signs.
- coL 4. oK.

MA.- So, Team Mech proceeds i in, they action right down the street. They come
over the bndge They go to the right, and they go right mto a sewage bog area. I mean, literally
bog down 3 tanks 1mmed1ately I guess they were called by the C-7. So, they renowina ‘
problem. Idon’t know about that at this time, I’m still back wa1tmg to get fuel. And then |
Charlie Company goes. Team Tank i is sitting back here still waiting to get fuel yvhile the rest of
the battalion is moving forward. I den’t have the de_tails. I understand Charlie Cen:i_pany then
Went straight across and not Alpha Company, and they lost a tank. The tanks and their infantry

| | dismounted. That was the ﬁmt timie I’d seen the FAC-en the ground. They then came under fire.
Then, Charlie Company presses forward to go take the nofthern bridge. There’s still no Team
vTank. And they come under ﬁfe and they dismount their FAC as well. It was an amhush. .
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: became a v10t1m of thé ﬁre’ﬁgh‘g - We’vre.. gettmg word at that time, and T’m not on the tank, we’re
gettmg word now, we hear bas1ca11y a desperate call You guys gotta get in there. I can’t tell

| you time, or even who was talking to who at that point in time. So, I’'m back up on the tank,

' \_ye’re moving forward a'nd‘I’m trying to talk to the AJI Officer. .He’s notv on the net. Somehow, I
get i‘nfofmation from...I mean nobody’s on tﬁe net, and then Battalion TAC 1 is jusf a, for all

| sense of the word there was no Battalion TAC 1 was just a Bunch of chatter, not making any
sense. So,I get word, somehow We’ré. ..grid coordinates pop out to me of the location where

B everyﬁddy’s in the bog Aﬁd it just keeps mounting‘,‘ like who’s in there. Isee a section of

Cobras that are approachmg the city, and I Just bas1ca11y flagged them down, and I told them I

wanted them to go and posmon themselves on top of the tanks that were...on top of them I

asked if they had a FAC-A on board, and they did have a FAC-A on ,board. At that time I

basically....

CO_m sorry, they did or they didn’t?

- M.A— :They did. They did have a FAC-A on board. To be quite frank with you, Sir,
even if théy didn’t have a EAC-A on board, we wéreA in amess. So L positioned the Cobras 01.1_'4

- tola of the bog. Pretty muqh for the rest of the fight, the rest of the day, no matter what else I was
| doing, I Was ensuring we had Cobras on top. It was kind of a ...we kind of used tﬁat as an entry
point for divisions that were checking in. They’d go there an(i find that first, anci thén we’d -
siphon them off, one or two to go into the city. ASo, we’re still approaching. As soon as we
started to march, CO’s tank went down, 5o I had to jump tanks and that was an additional delay.
We’re approaching at about 5 KPH but we’re building our SA as the CO catches up. We
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‘the northemn part of
the garbage dump. As soon as we turned the corner, now we’re engaging T55s. So, we’re on the |

“ ‘main gun battling T55s. We’d come across the first bridge, north of the garbage dump, I guess.
We’re contmumg to engage targets We come over the south bridge of An Nasiriyah. As soon
as pulled over the south bndge of An Nasiriyah, at this point the only thmg talking to me is the
Cobras on top of everything else_that was going on. I'can hear MOUTH and COCO or

- KOOLAID. I'was able ascertain that they were dismounted. They were in the streets and they
were in a firefight. We oame over the bridge, the south bridge, and we could see a lot on fire,
you couid see burned outtracks. You could see Alpha Company, first you could see parts of |
Charlie Company further down. You could see.. .you know. . .lots of things going on. Once we
were over the bridge, the first street and just hard left and just planted it right in the street I’ 7

B still talking to the sectlon over the bog, and there was a . I do recall an A-10 that mformed me
that he was in the area, and this is as I was approaching the city. And I already had Cobras there .
that Ididn’t have any_‘us'e' for the A-10. Basically, I think I told him to stay up‘ there if we need |

you...

» COL~D0 you remember the call sign?

MAJ ‘ No, Sir. There are no call éigns that I remember. Call éigns were. ..first off
V they Were -hard to understand, they tvere constantly changing and didn’t mean anything to me,
| and it was my entire day. T'm going to have to. apologize, Sir, because I can’t remember your
| call sign. So, we end up now it’s a tank fight again_st dismounted troops. We’re . RPGs are

getting shot at us, small arms getting shot at us. We’re trying to figure out what the troops need.
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So, we're trymg t_b yell to the troops and they start pul]ing,oﬁt of plabes,'""‘ai;d we just Start pufting ‘.
- : impact rounds and collapsing buildings. In t]ﬁépt part_icl_ilar area;. ..started to.. .that was the'-initiél
aétion? and we had Charlie Company further down and that was having éproblem. | We,.pulled
| _ 6i1t. . thJs was the CO and the XO"S tank. We pushed further d0wn to Charlive,l and the éection-
that was right behind us supported .Alpha. So, we went dowﬁ basiCally, did the same thing for
Charlie. I'm still only tal_king to Vthe’ helicoptérs, and I'm starting to talk to MOUTH again, |
MOUTH and KOOLAID more, because they’re now needing heiicc)pter suppoi't. | My Vahtage
point, ﬁdm on top of the tank. Iknew what we had around. So we’fe syphoning some 'oﬁ',vand |
in'that time we had 3 FACs, one TAD n‘et; mﬁltilval'e‘ sections of Cobra in there. Wé‘wevre using ‘b
Cobras...they all went _homc_e Winchester. ..before they ran out of gés; In fact; there were times-
. when we. .-.IAha‘d Cobras who I Would‘say are heroes. Cobras were going back over the bog |
‘when they were Winchéster just .to keep the sound of fdtor blades, because when everybody
| would leave, people would start to close in on that. We...at this time, I still had no battalion
guidénce on the net and any type of anything out of that. 'fhe fight’s at a company level. It’s
pretty much a fight for survival at the company level and lbwer. We pushed on down to Charlie
" and pretty mﬁch start doing the same thmg And Cixarlie gets enough people into, gathéred back
into tréicks and then we go for the northern bridge. The CO hung back a lttle bit. So, we had
_tanks, tracks and the CO. We pushéd up the northern side of: the bridge, halﬁvay between the
bridge and the.T. “And we stopped in fhe middle, some of Charlie we could -sée as We cém_e over
the bridge; there was another burned out track from Charlie 111 the ground area, énd we just...we- o

pushed forward, and set up basically the FiST team.

COL ¢ FiST team was?




, MA-Well we setup 2 FAC and the XO. And we didn’t have the FO wqth us. The

FO and CO were busy gomg back, traversmg and puttmg wounded Marines on their tank, and

basically ambulancing them out of the city. So we’re sitting in the middle of the road...and it’s

just like...best described like swatting flies. There were mbrta; rounds 1anding, artillery roﬁnds
landing, small arms fire. I could not, for the ﬁfe of me, figure out Whére it was coming from. I
niean, it was...I couldn’t see any...it was frustrating. But you could hear the report... There was

an A-10 on top who checked in with me, and, that A-10...he had 1.5 hours time on station, 5o I

think he was new to the game. So, best thing to me was the A-10 all day long. So, he was very

helpful, because he was helping me start to spot flashes. He was helping me find the placeé
where we’re getting arms fire. Now he was too high to see the mortar positions that were in the
fields to our left and right, but he could see in the treeline. He picked those up. And let’s see if I

can remember the sequence of events there...we bombed the treeli_né, which as it turned out was

~_artillery positions and we had a van going back and forth dropping off combatants and
' ammunition.' And we hit him with the coaxial gun, and he just started to go across a field. He

- took off to the north and I rolled the A-10 on him, and he was still with weapons. ‘He blew up. I

used the A-10 to get some Harrier and Hornet pilots SA. up while I ' was...I mean I’m still ta]kmg ‘

‘back to the guys that are over the bog, and then the Cobras started pushing forward as well. So

we ran air on the treeline to the west. We ran air on some mortar positions. He got shot at by
tripl'e A. He dropphn that. So, butthat was...you know...We took out'the van. We

dropped on the treeline at the end of the T. Cobras came on station and we started h1ttmg point

targets, some of their mortar pos1t10ns And, there’s a whole row where they had dug in mortar

positions. What I think these mortar positions were just pre-dlaled_m. All people had to do was _
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Just go pick up the ammo that was pre-statloned and just drop 1t They Weren’t adj ustmg There
was nobody spottmg or adJustmg or anythmg like that So the Cobras came in and did a lot of
| Work It was just target, clear target. And then, all of a sudden, everythmg went. qu1et It was
| Just you know, you hear that, people say that, sound, that deafenmg sound of s11ence It was Just
~quiet all of a sudden. There was still some arms fire from back in the city, but in our particular
area, it was just quiet. We started to get some tracks roll through I had one track roll past me,
so I was no longer a lead trace, and we had to get that coordmated Iknew I had a bunch of
mortar positions still out in the fields, but.they weren t exactly.. they weren’t engagmg AndI
had Hamers and F—18s on statron, but really at that tlme, I d1dn’t see a need to continue. T
could’ve used a lot of ordinance out there, but it Was. ..We Were very mueh trying to go by the
rules of engagement. 'We even talked about, the XO and I, talked about the van. Hostlle intent |
you know. When he d1scharged the first 4 people in black get out. Women, they re not shootmg
~atall. And then they start puttmg, the gunner could see what he sa1d were weapons in, ammo
__1n the middle of the street, so that’s when we engaged him. So, we were very much concerned '
-about the rules of engagement. We didn’t want...I knew there were _probably farm houses’ out
“there and things like that. But, everything went quiet. And that was pretty much the extent of it.

Imean..

“ That’s a great summary, - In closing, I want to remmd you that thrs is

an ofﬁ01al interview and dlrect that you not to drscuss your testimony w1th anyone Wlthout the
board’s permission or until the report has been officially released to the public. Do you

understand?
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'COL-Ge ahead and please state your ﬁ_ame, rank, social security n‘mriber_ and -your

billet.

CAPTNC o IS ocie! Security number is XXX-XX-XXXX. I'ma

- forward air controller for Alpha Company, 1% Battalion, 2° Marines.

COL-)K- rrry name is Colonel A under the direetion of the board
president, Brigadier General Wiiliam F. Hodgkins, we’re investigating a ﬁ‘iendly fire in,cideﬁt
that occurred on 23 Mareh 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq This inveétigatioﬁ,- condueted under

DOD Instruction 6055.7 is separate and apart from aﬁy other investigati on which may have been
conducted concermng this mc1dent The purpose of this. mvestlga’aon is to- produce a pubhcly
releasable report on the facts and cn‘cumstances surroundmg this incident and gather and
preserve evidence for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse admin_istrative
’ j'p'roceedings and for all otﬁer purposes. Your sworn testimony to me may be used for any proper
purposev and _may be released to the public. Addiﬁonauy; the chain of command ‘will review the |

. final report. Do yc_ni understand what I have just read to you?

CAP Yes, Sir.
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COL: i -1y,

_in this friendly fire incident and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has been

0 you also understand that you’re being .inferviewed as a witness
extended to you? -

| CAP— Yes, Sir.

COI-)oAyou solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter under investigation shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
car S 1 o, s

COMK‘ understand that there’s an op order out here, that delineates

“specifically three types of close air support. Would you go over those for me please?

CAP'- Yeah, you’vé got your Type 1, which is whaf we’re. all used to, whicﬁ is forward
B a:ur control where you caﬁ see them. They can see the target; I mean that’s what we pracﬁce-#t
_ ’I_‘ACP school and all that.. Then, ydii’ve got your Type 2, \.vvhichlis more for where ybu_ ha\_fe a
problem acquiring the aircraft, or a...the Type 2 is much liké the first, except }'?ou can’t bick up
the ancraﬁ, but you see the target as the forward air controller And then, Type 3, being the final “
one, which is way deep in the battle space where you actually can’t see the target, and probably
can’tsee the aircraft and you’re just pushmg it forward into like a kill box and' maybe forward to

* the FSCL to attack the target up there.
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coL SR o this operations 'or‘der has been briefed verbally, and it’s a written ops

- order that’s been briefed verbally to all the FACs and the Air Observers.

APTVNRY Yes.
COL-Was-present at the brief when this is given?

| VCA'P‘I’-' '- .Yesb.b

COI.-Was there any discussion between you and any of the other FACs regardmg

type control; Type 1, Type 2 and Type 3?

- CAP | Yeah, we all talked about it i in general The b1g thmg is we k1nd of got hke an
impromptu brief really with the types of control, because the order wasn’t out when we were
~ getting ready to deploy. So that was a b1g thing with the Air Officer...you know.. he started
‘ ‘saymg, we didn’t even know, you know, if they’re going to be cal]mg Type 1, 2 or 3 when we
| first came out, until we were actually on the boat coming out, and you know, stopped at Camp
Shoop, and we stayed there for several weeks At one point, the air guys came down and sa1d,
hey, have you guys gotten this brief on Type 1, 2 3 that’s what we’re going to in kill boxes,
- which is more of an Air Foree style of doing it. We were hke, hey, we’ve been talking about it
| amohgst ourselves and we all had a good understa_ndi'ng_of what it was. But as far as getting a

formalized brief, we hadn’t done that yet. And they did it quick at that time, you know, just kind
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of ranthrough it. That was how we got to know about Type 1, 2, 3, mostly on our own, and a

. quick review When all the wing guys _aﬁd the MANTS guys came out to Camp Shoop.

COI_.I understand in the ops order, it has Type 2 CAS can only be directed by '
the Battalion Air Officer, and Type 3 CAS can only be directed by fhe Commanding Officer. Is

that correct?
CAPT-By the Battalion CO.
CQL‘Aﬂd everybody und'erstoéd that? Is that how you’ve been operating?

CAP— That’s héﬁv we’ve been oper_aﬁng‘, as far és, Imean, whén yoﬁ say, “Is that how
we’ve been operaﬁhg?” It wasn’t really an issue. I mean it was éomething that, you know, théy
came out with this ops o_rder that they d1d, and we' were all briefed on if and knew about it, but it
didn’t really Ee‘come an issue until An Nasiﬁyah as far as...we hadn’t done any CAS until that

~ point. But that is how we operate now.

COL'What can you tell me about the evelits fhat happened at An Nasiriyah? If
you would walk me through where you were during the battle? What comm you heard over the

radios, what aircraft you heard, and any calls as the battle progressed.

CAPT_- As far as where I was, in the lead were the tankers, with Maj-p front,

HAWK, and then{JJJJJ§ MOUTH was the next FAC in line, being with the Bravo
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- Company, and then Iwas in the next battalion with Alpha Company as their FAC and we were
pushmg up into the city. Imt1a11y we had been told heyit’s gomg to be a perm1s31ve
,-env1ronment, yqu know, bla_h, blah, blah...We started pushing into kind of the southern areasof -
| An Neisiriyah, and-at that point we stal_'ted getting....we heard somethjhg_about an Army unit
, kind of coming through hete. The comt‘ns were pretty ge'od 1mt1a11y, but they coh_ﬁnued to 'break |
dqwh as the day went on. But, we heard about an Army unit that was pinned down. At that'. |
point we requested SOme air, and aetually. . tI thmk that was kind of what got the air started
pushed in our direction, because at first they had kind of been thmkmg that maybe there wasn 't
| going to be that much going through, and so air was going to be like an on-call thmg I think that ‘
| was actually a good thing, be,ceuse it got the air. _commgv oqr dn:ectmn. I mean it wasn?t a good
thing that they got hit, but...it got the air COming our direction. Then we continued to roll up, -
and I could hear once the.-air started getting oh station, I could heafHAWK and. MOUTH kind of |
controlling it. I'was further back in the column. HAWK was like the pnma.ry lead traee.' Hehad

~ like t_he...the...

oL QNN v 1cxc vas HAWK?

CAP’-He was in a tank. He was in the other tank. So he had kind of the lead trace as
we were south of the eity. So he was like the Jead FAC, ifyou will, to kind of control the air as

‘We were heading up. They started prosecuting targets, hitting. ..

COLr~ What company was he with?
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CA- He was-with tanks, now he’s with Charlie Cbﬁipanj(, but now he’s with tanks.
: Hé’s 'stilll ofﬁcial_ly with tanks, but now the_y’vé broken us into three Mech. 'Befofe it was Team

Tank and Team Mech, now it’s just a regular Amtrack company.

CO , | ou said you heard thém working the air. What were thé call Signs and

types of a1rcraﬁ that they were working, do you remember?
CAPT-: I remember the types of aircraft and some of the call signs. To be truthful, By
the end of the déy, it was probably 200, or I mean it seems that way ényway. ‘Thinking back on

it I actually thought those 2 days were 3 days when they were over with, just they seemed so

long. Initially, it was Cobras on station.
.COL”DO you remember their call signs?
-~ carr B wr....

coLl

CAPTP! don’t think T have it written down. I’I1 have to look arid see. No, call signs just

elude me. We had a lot of call signs.

‘ _‘ fDo you remember the A-10s call signs?
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' c - B I don’t. Idid héar the A-1 ()svﬂyi.ng around, but don’t remembér whét the calll_

_sign' was.
o COL‘Did you hear the call thatx-nade to thev A—lOs? '

CAP- Iheard an A-10 check in, and 1 h'eard like one call with the A-10 when it first
checked in lookmg for work, looking for COCO Actually, maybe he Wasn’t looking COCO I
| just heard him check in lookmg for work and after that I don t recall any other, just....you know‘_ '
" what I mean...comm with him. That was at the point where we kinda when we pushed forward
into the city and the lead got stuck in mud on the east side of the road there, and then we i)uShed
: foi‘tvard, and I couldn’t get comm with anyohe except the helicoptervs.' Actua]ly, Thad good'
comm with HAWK in the front. He was actually in the tank and he came back. He was pretty
close o our posmons, and maybe that had somethmg to do with it, as far as d1stance But there
werea lot of, ...some powerlmes in the area and stuff and 1 don’t know 1f that was contributing |

to it or what.

‘co.SMMPYid you have comm with MOUTH at all? |
' CAPT- had comm with MOUTH for aboitt. ..for probably half the time that we were in
there, because we were all working the same TAD net on the 113s and 148s. We were working -

- all the rotary wing together Imtlally, at that pomt we had like maybe two sections on statlon

and they were trymg to cover HAWK’ s tanks that were stuck in the mud and they were gettmg
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sporadlc ﬁre on those and then commg over to help us, because we were on kmd of the main

mall that went down into An Nasmyah

coL AR bid you hesr MOUTH talk to the A-10s?

CA.P— I heard the one call When-they first checked in. They s"aid, hey, we’re hér_e on -

station, and I heard him say, hey it’s street to street fighting up here, and we can’t really use yoAu‘

heré. I remember hearing that call, but that’s the only call that I...I might have heard other calls,
but I don’t recollect them under all the other ones, because we were, at that point, we were busy

with the fighting that was going on right in front of us.
" cornR Did you talk to Gapt R after this?

CAPT -Bneﬂy I actually didn’t see...we set up our posmon, and then after we pushed

through, we kind of went to the T at the end of the road there. I took the west half, and he took _
~the east half, and then, it got really busy all the next day. Then. around noon or 2 o’clock the next

day, wg.mo'ved all the Way to the west into the other intersection and covered that other bﬁdge, B

and I réa]ly didn’t see him again for another week
COL“Have you talked to him since then?

CAP 1 have talked to him since then, but not about this ncident. Tknow e

‘id that you guys were conducting interviews about it, so I really didn’t talk to,;.ﬁ(._ .




“about thls I dldn’t k:no 7if...1 assumed that I probably would be 1nterv1ewed but I
 didn’t talk t-bout this spec1ﬁc .And at the tlme JIhadn’t even really know that
there had been a fnendly fire incident until late in the day on March 23™. Or you mean we came

‘in and to do the medevac for Cha;rhe?
COL mYeah Did you hear the mass casual_ties called?

CAP'- The mass casualty‘7 Which call? No. The..:the big thing.. .my.. w1th, where

we’re at, I was only monitoring the UHF frequencles because the TACP local B d1dn’t have

any good comm mtﬁ the Air Ofﬁcer on TACP local. The big thing w1th Charhe is
| that they didn’t heve any UHF fadios, but they Weuld have had...I think they would have a least

had had a forward air controller with therh, and it would have been totally avoided.

7

id you hear the cease fire call or abort the air call? Pfobably didn’t then,

' that Charlie Company made? -

CA.P-: No, not until, no, I heafd a ...I'do recall now hearing an abort, abort, abort call,
and the aircraft did abort. Uh...I can’t remember what the circumstance, but I believe it was an
A-10.

Ay

cor U 1t o5 an A-10, or.. 2




‘ CAP-It seems like thére was an A-10 call; fhéy said abort, abort, abort. But then they
_reset and conﬁnued’, you know what I mean? I don’t remember. But, I remember that it
- wasn’t... It was just for...it was somethingi ..I’'m not sure what the deal was. But I do remember

hearing abbrt, aboﬁ, abort. But it wasn’t in relation to Charlie Company that [heard of. It

wasn’t in response to Charlie Company makiﬁg the call.

. CO“YOH and youf company moved up to the bridge and across and went

east...west I believe, right?

‘ CAP_Yes, west.

: COL“What did you see when you got up there and climbed over thé bridge as far
as damage and injuries? '
v
CAP'l-I know we had been waiting for 2/8 to come and relieve us is Why we weré in |
-~ the cify so long, and at a certain pbint, asmd hey, you know... Wehad a tfack that
was burning right behind us from Charlie Company that had come back and we’d aétually '
-medevacéd them. I think...I don’t know...J ODA 5_3 was one of the 46s tﬂat came through.
- _“That’s not something we’d worried about, théy did theA medevac of the Marine that was in the
city right by us. We pushed north, so we had ﬁe ‘bu_ming track that 'was' right behind us, wimich
| w_aé closer to the south bri(_lge. We pﬁshed thi‘ough.' I saw a couple of Humvees. I think théy
were Weapons company Humvees, and another track bumiﬁg on the road sqﬁth of the bridge. 1

- don’t know...maybe 500 meters south, I want to say. I can’t remember exactly.
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COL_'rSouth of the north bridge?
CAP‘eah, and then, right when we came over the top there was ahot_her AAV just a
| - short distance on the north side of the north bridge, burning. It was still smoking and stuff as we
pulled off and took a block position on the eastern side. 'And that’s when I saw all the.casualties

at that point: That’s when we started working the medevac again.

; COL“ How many casualties did you see?

CAP-'here were...I niean. ..I know now it was close to 25 or 30 Marines total, but
~ they were all just lined uﬁ, you know what I mean. It was hard to tell. I know they céme. LI
think it was the first load that came through were 14, and then we did an additional group right

after that, so...

* COLYNINNI .0 thing clse you want to add?

CA.P-, I would. 'like to add that.. .»kindvof. ..we spex_it a lot_ of time' on the éhip

| planning.. We kmd of knew that An Nasiriyah was going fo be our first step, first possib'leA'
ta;sking. We went through'a lot of courses of action and everything, and it seemed like... We had
a big push—just to go. To push through the city, I mean, there was a point whefe hey the heavy
tanks need to refud, and you know, there was like a big push fhat. ..Hey, in all our planning was

- like tanks going to go first, 'gq-through, then it’s going to be Bravo Company...Alpha
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Company’s going to go *throv_ughthe southern bﬁdge.-"Southem-bridg_e, which ts where dbe at.
Bravo Company was going to .push forward, 'and eventua]ly Chaﬂie Company was going to. come
up once the southern bndge was secure and go up and take the northem bridge. At some pomt it
came..] mean. . I don’t have the whole big p1cture because I’ve been down in Alpha Company

fora wh11e, but it seemed to me that everything kind of fell apart as far as like our plannmg goes,

4 the tanks needed gas S0, SO We pushed forward without the tanks.' I don’t know the wholereason- .~

for that, but rather than waltmg however long as 1t takes to refuel and there wasa big push togo
and take the bridges. Even though going from the southern end of the city up to the first
| south_e’ml bridge was not the nermissive environment ‘we'. | mean, they told us before, they said,
hey, if you go in there, you're not going to send one regiment into a city of 300,000 people. You
" kn_ow, if it’s not éoing tobea permiSsive environment. And so, I don’t know what happened, -
but it seemed like wewere pushing really fast,-_ and I don’t’know why.. a]l the planning we did,r
| detailed planning for months. .a naonth.f. .was, hey tanks you’re- going to go ﬁrst, you’fe.going_ to
" do this, thenwe’re going to roll in‘once we secure the bridge. It see'nled like, once we got close,
it all just went out -the twindow; and they’re like hey we’re going to ‘roll, roll, roll. Get the
B bndges, you know, hurry up kind of thing. You know, tanks were s1ttmg back there and we were
in the 01ty for, agam, time- compress1on, I don’t know, but it seemed hke an hour and a half w1th N
no tanks...you know. ..tracks gettmg blown up and all this stuff, and then the tanks ﬁnally show
: up and I truthfully didn’t even know that Charlie had gOne past us. We were still focused on that '
western...you know...where we were taking fire from. I mean, I was surprised that Charlie was -
up -ther'e.‘ I didn’t even realize that they had gone on up there. You know...our plan was to
secure the bridge, and then Charlie would go up. At least, that was my understanding of it. I 4

don’t know. It was 2 surprise to me anyway, that they were that far north.
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PFT've got a closing statement; In closing, I want to remind you that this is an

official interview and direct yoﬁ tonot to discuss your tes.timo[ny. with anyone without the
board’s permission or until the report has been officially released to the public. Do you
understand? |

| CAP’I- Yes, Sir.




) . ‘ . . . B
. | . :
- O e - : - . £TE

INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
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" 12 April 2003, 1530

Interview with Cakgg 3 o . |
COMI’m interVieWing @ap,h the CO of Bravo Company. Go ahead, :
and state your nam or the record, your rank, soci,al security number and your billet.

CAPT-- Captain, US Marine Corps XXX-XX- XX)O( Bravo Company

Commander, 1% Battahon, ond Marines.

COL~ My name is Colonel ~and under. the direction of board president |
Bngadler General W1111am F. Hodgkms we’re mvestlgatmg a fnendly ﬁre mmdent that occurred -
on 23 March 03 near An Nasmya.h, Iraq This mvestlgatlon, conducted under DOD Instructlon
6055.7 is separate and apart from any other investigation which may have been cOndl_lcted ]
concerning this inci'dent.. The purpose of this inVestigation isto p'roduce a publiciy releasable
report on the facts and circumstances surroundmg this incident and gather and preserve ev1dence__
for use in clalms, htlgatlon, d1scrp11nary actlons, adverse admlmstratrve proceedmgs and for all

N other purposes. Your sworn testimony to me may be used for any proper purpose and may be

released to the public. Additionally, the chain of command will review the final report Do you .

understand what I have Just told you?

- A’ ves, Sir.
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CO_Fma]ly, do you also understand that you’re bemg interviewed as a wu:ness '
m this friendly fire incident and acknowledge that no promlse of conﬁdentlahty has been

A extended to you?

coming through the town your folks made a right hand turn and got bogged dde. Where

exactly were you?

. CA_ Sir, we went through An Nasmyah, we went over the railroad bridge, we went

- over the southem bndge Whlch goes over the river, the Euphrates. Immed1ate1y over - the bndge, .

we were to head east- and take a route out to the east and swmg up toward the northern bridge so
*- we didn’t go straight up Afibush Alley. Shortly aﬁer we took that- nght we got into an urban
type area and we got stuck. We had 2 P-7s stuck, a couple of M-1s, C-7/P-7 chase got stuck in

the battalion forward and there were a lot of vehicles stuck.
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| COL*,“ Now Charlie Company had pressed aheé’.d in the attack and they ha'd’gon'e
over the.bridge‘ and they were on the northern side. Did you receive any calls indiéating that
Char]ieCompany was on the northern side of the bridge? -
CAP']-JO,. Sir. Ididn’t. No, Sir, but you have to keep in mind that battalion TAC 1
was clobbered. I think a lot of infonhatio’n that probé.bly si;ould have Been passed that day, .

never made it on the TAC 1.

COL “Where was your FAC when you were in this position? Was he with you‘?- :
cAP D sir, he was in the back of my P-7.

[T
-

“coL\UMINP /- your FAC is?
. [ .

carr oUW
‘COL ”Dld QY <t any air to work during the time that you were bo gged

down there?

| CAPT-He did, Sir. He gota, I know he got a, pulled an A-10 in, and some Cobras

earlier, prior to that. -

. COL‘DO you know what the call sign of the A-10 was?
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cor g - it one A-10 or two?

CAPT {1 think it was one.

: COL'“Did he, when that A-10 came in, did he talk to you about where he should

run that A-10?
' CAP'I- Yes, Sir. Absolutely.

COL“And where did he want to run the A-10?
CAP'I- We wanted to run it...what we knew of the enemy situation initially, that there
- were four, we were given four grids, ‘they were all north of the bridge, mainly up at the T corner.
W¢ had fire support plan in place to cause some deétrﬁction up ther.e, but we wanted to be up
_ cioser to the _northgrn bridge to be able to run that, but we didn’t expect to be under so much fite
in AnNasiriyah, either. As soon as he could get A-10, I told him to start Working ho'rth of the

bridge.

- cOLYNSNGNEMS OK. Now he didn’t have. What type of CAS was he going to run north of

the bridge? Type 1, Type 2, Type 3?




COL*O you were near him, but yon didn’t have an opportunity to talk to him.

- You were' unaware there were friendly forces north of ithé=bri_dge¢

v

AT Y 5

coL SR There were calls that were made to cease the air, to stop the fires. Did-any -
of those come into your pos? |

A ]

cAr R They did not, Sir. 1didn’t hear that all day.

- COL ‘.an the air and the air checked off s"cationiwithout any.idea
where he was runmng‘? | | I o '
s :
CAP- You, know, Sll‘, when that A-10 was done, I thmk that MOUTH said somethmg»
. about there was poss1bly some friendlies in the area. At the time, it didn’t make a lot of sense. »
| Later that day when we eventually did get the battalion to the north side of the bndge, the.CO
pulled all the commanders to gether and 1 stood there looking at Capt“nd he was real
dirty and bloody and I,...you know, it was confusing cause I didn’t know what he had gone
through. And then they had direct and indirect fires basically all around thern on the northern
side of the bridge. They were stuck in the middle of a fire sack Then, even later in the day, sun
| was down by this time, different things that I started to hear people say like Charhe Company got .
~shot by an A-10. leferent comments by various folks. It wasn’t until probably midnight that |

night, that I realized. ..t started commg together, thmkmg ’m the one that’s responsible f for that.
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CA_Pmaswally, Sir, that 's the way I look at 1t I wouldn’t.. that-’ s the way I look at
' 1t I don’t know that T rcally leared him to fire. But I gave him lead trace for the battahon, and.

he gave that to the aircraft.

COL- You were co-located with the battalion CO at the time?

CAP’I—_ Sir, we were kind of in a convoy type...in the same. ..we were relatively close

to each other.

._ In closing, I want to remmd you that this is an official interview and direct

that you not discuss your testimony with anyone,mthout the board’s permlssmn or until the

: fei:ort has been officially released to the public. Do you understand?.-

c_ Yes, Sir.
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12 April 2003, 21:46 L
Interview with Capt

oL m&State your name, rank, social security number and your billet.

- taLn-XXX XX-XXXX. T'm with h 1* Battalion, 2"

Marmes Charlie Company, CO “C” Company

COL.-' My name is Col'one"_.nd under the directioh_ of board president, -

Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we’re investigating a friendly fire incident that occurred

on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. This invéstigation, conducted under DOD"Instruction
6055.7 is separate and apart from any’ other m;'esﬁgaﬁon which .may have been conducted
concermng thls incident. The purpose of this investigation is to produce a publicly releasable
report on the facts and cucumstances surrounding this incident and gather and preserve evidence
for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse. administrative proceedjngs and for all
other purposes. Your sworn testimony to me may b¢ used for any propef purpose and may be
released to the public. Additionally, the chain of command.Will review the final report. Do you

understand what I have just read to you?

carr YRR s, s

‘COL- Finally, do you also understand that you’re being interviewed as a witness
in this friendly fire investigation and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has been
extended to you?
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COL_ Do you solemnly swear or afﬁrm that the testimony you are about to give m

"&\p‘\u .

CAPT— Yes, Sir. Ido.
COL-OK,'vmuld you please relate to me the incidents as you remember

them. You’re CO of Charlie Company on‘ the 23™ of March in An Nasiriyah, Iraq?

‘the matter now under mvest1gat10n shall be the truth and nothmg but the truth, so help you God?

}

CAPT- A]nght Sir. Where do you want me to begm? I mean. ..the begmmng of

the attack, or north of the bridge, or where do you want me to start Slr‘7

A COL-Why don’t you start at the beginning of the attack when you...you

s

ongma]ly were supposed to be a follow-on force and you were supposed to proceed in trace of

the tanks. What transpired to get you in a position to where now you were lead?

CAPT So what we had was, we had two obj ect1ves There was a southern bridge

prim
and a northern bndge Alpha Company, whwh Capt-is in charge of, had the southem

vbndge. Their task was to seize to allow follow-on forces,'being ourself and Mustang, which is
Bravo Company, to get around and to seize the northern bridge. Alpha Company was the main
- effort to the south. Team Mech, which consists of a tank platoon and a mechanized company

was to go around to the eastern side of the city, to go up and set up support by fire position on




W

the northern side of the Bridge. And We were going to attack and seize the nprthem bridge
securing the soutnern and the northern part to aliow Mustang to go through, Bfavn Company, |
that Would go through to the north and to refuse our northern flank. From there were supposed
to be twn battalions that were to nur north were briefed enroute up there. So, that was...we’d
“war gamed that, talked about that, and acknowledged them on the 30 days leading uﬁ to.. .i’m
sorry...the 30 days on ship. What actually had transpiréd that day was our tanks had gotfen ina
fight .early on, and had uséd.a lot of gasoline _during the road march. They gof called back to
refuel. So,_ at that time, Alpha Company and Bravo Company were sent forward, and there} was
st111 ﬁrmg that was gomg on near our _>to the south of the city. Alpha Company started to
clear some buildings. They called us to go up and support Bravd Cornp_any.. As we started doing
a movement to contact south toward the southern bridges. We’re‘ all...both companies werc‘ all
on line. We didn’t have any contact and we continued to push to the south. Lt C_
came over the net, hey,. we need to start pushing. We stafted gbing quicker because we were
doing a bnunding overwatch, moving up towards the southern bridge, which we’re southwest of
 the southern bridge, at this point. So he said, I want you guys to get out. We’re going Cross-
country at this point. He said, I want vyou guys to get on the main MSR, and be prepared to gn
north. We’re in a hurry here. We need to keep pushing forward. I think he was worried the ,
LARwas going to push np and go around us rather. than allow us to be anle to accompﬁéh ourA
mission. So we pushed over the main MSR. The order of march was Bravo Company was the
ﬁrst in order. They didn’t have any tanks at this point. Alpha Company had followed in behind
them. It took us a while to get off the train and so we had three mechanized companies in a row,
stacked and ready to go over the southern bridge. We held up to wait for the tanks refuel. We
weren’t sure how long that was going to be, but all our tanks were to the rear. At that point was’

when Mustang, Bravo Company, first...saw a T55 in front of them and engaged. We also had

J-151




v .

aircraft that were ﬂ'ying,kbut first saw the tanks that were coming at them. They ‘ﬁ.red a Javelin

| _and killed the T55 m front of them. ‘At. that point., thé tank battalioﬁ éommander called back to

Team Tank and asked when the tanks were going to be refueled. They Were pushed up to the
front. Ibelieve Mustang stepped Aoff, Bravo Company stepped off with 3 of 4 tanks, rushed to

" the front of our column, and we started pushing for that southern bridge. The original plan was

.all of Team Tank was going to have a éupport by fire position to thé_ south and going to provide
tﬁat éupport _by fire for Alpha Company seizing the southern bridge. VBut all that went out the
wiﬁdow_ because we had to push. So, we basically had 3 tanks I may be wrong, .it was 3 or 4
tanks that were up front with Musta_ng that were pushmg up towards that southefn bridge and
they killed, I believe; 2 or 3 T55s as they were moving up there. And, it was chaotic on battalion

-net trymg to figure out exgc_:tly what was going on. Everybody-was jamming it because we had
multiple units that were in contact with us. Bravo Company was being fired upon. Alpha
Company, behind them was téldng small arms fire from the left and right, and we were bghind
them. Iwas just in receive mode trying to figure out what was going on. So, Mustang pushed up

and went over the bridge. I'heard that on the TAC, and...

' COL-. The southern bridge?

CAPT- The southefn bridge. And then Alpha Comp'any Wmt up and they did
¢xact1y what they were suppdséd to do. They seized that southern bridge, and they set up in the

~ western, just west...north and west of the southern bridge in a blocking poéition to ensure that
the rest.of our forces could get up and around. There’s_ a decision point that ws there that Wés
’goihg to be decided by the battalion commander. In our original plaﬁ where we were gding to do

one of two things. If there was not a whole lot of contact, we were going to go straight through

H —..
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what we eall Ambush Alley, which ie right througﬁ the middle of the town. So, if there was light
contact, we were going to do thai. If there was heavy contact af that poinf, we were going to go

- around to‘t_he east, which is where Bravo Company ended up goirig. AsIcame ﬁp aﬁd over that .
'bridge, you couldn’t see the far side of that river. I saw Alpha Company was in place. They o
were supposed to be in one block that was to the northwest. Well? they were spread well into the
~city. So,I was looking at that, trymg to call and figure out what the status of Bravo Company
was. The TAC was completely ﬁlled. Icouldn’t get a wofd in edgeﬁse. I looked to the east to
see if I could see Bravo Company start to move around to the east andl we’re talking, it was

‘ euppesed to be about a click to the east and then meving out to the north, and then.coming‘
around with an envelopment. I couldn’t see Bravo Company anywhere. I tried to call MOUTH‘
on the net, and basically we had to make a call, because we were under fire. So I saw Alpha

. 'Company pushed all the way in there. ! thought, OK, we’re going with the sequel or the branch
of the sequel in this. Bravo Company must have pushed up right behind Alpha Company, and

“they’re pushing straight to that northern bridge with those tanks in the front. They’re going to |

.. seize that northern bndge So, I went under the i 1mpress1on that Bravo. Company was already in
front of me. I couldn’t get them on the net, so I started pushmg right through Ambush Alley.

.We started takmg heavy fire. RPGs, I visually saw 2 RPGs wh1z by my track. I was the fourth

tractor back A lot of small arms fire. Our Marines were engaging with everything they had,

~ short of small on top of the track. But, we Were—
;—gomg through that area. We hadn’t lost any tracks...I could see the

northern bndge We’re pushing across. We’re stlll looking for Bravo Company. I couldn’t see
them, but at this point, I had assumed that they had pushed to the northern part of the bridge.
And all we were going to do was secure that...the north bridge from the south and the north, and
then the rest of Team Tank was going to come through and would be able to pass the rest of the

| -

J-153




battaﬁon at this 'p'oint. I got up on the bridge and §ur first tractor_ got hit by an RPG. How I
_V knew that was...I didn’t know it at the time, but I sawa tractor on fire, and we a]l.pulle.d up on
line ét the 392 northing, whicil was about 300 to 400 kilonﬁeters north of the north bridge.
gave the signai for our entire cémpany, to get onv line and all my company ﬁad pﬁshed to
the northern side of the bridge, because we wefe trying to get out the frag pattern that was baék
‘there in the city. So, we got everybody out in a line, didn’t really realize we were'takin'g a whole
lot of rounds at that point. We werén’t taking a wholle‘ lot of rounds at that point, 0 everybody’s
starting to get out. Iknew that the one track had béen ﬁit, and we started dealing with four
me&evacs. TIcalledup to Lt Col-and spoke té him personally. I said Charlie
| Company has _seizedAt.he nortﬁem bridge at the 392 ndrthing and we’re halting. I said I have four 1
medevacs. I got the roger back from Lt Col. My company starts to geton liné, because we
thought the main focus of...the biggest thing we wcfe worried about from thf; intel was t§v0

battalions. ..
COL ‘You didn’t see Brayo Company. at this point?
‘ 'CAPT-‘Did#’t :see thelg.

COL -You had figured out they were behind you?

CAPT - Yeah. At this point, they were behind us. But the biggest thing I was
concerned about was these two Battalions or brigades rolling from the north and to the south, and
one was commando which was supposed to be extremely well trained. The other was a

mechanized, I believe. So we were focused on the north. So we got our mortars set'up. We're
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on both sides of the road. We had the one track that was on fire and havin’g secondary
| explosions in the middle of the road, north of the bﬁdge, 300 meters nofth of the bridge and
- we're dealing with those medevees. I tried to eall an air medevac in, and it ws too hairy. They '
asked whether they could get a 46 in and I said no. So, I said, hey, we’re going to hold up and
we’re going to be in a casualty collection point up here and we’ll be waitning for the lead ‘traces
for Bfavo Company coming up behind us. And’1 l-nean.‘. .what rv./e haVe right now is, We had
three units that Were-in contact. .We had. us that was in cpntaet. We had Bravo Company that,
little did I know, had gone around to &e east aﬁd was stuck in the mﬁd and what-not, but were
also in contact. Alpha Company®%s'in f&fthe fight of theﬁ life. And the main, I have no idea

where the main or the forward was right noW.
OL —Where was Alphe Company in reletion te the bﬁdge?
APT - They were 'on the seuthe'rn bridge.

| COL _On the southern bﬁdge?

b W’?‘?
it 3 v

.CAPT—» Bﬁt’ they had pushed up further north than they had initially,.that we had

~ always talked about, yeu know, we thought they were going to go on the one b.loek, because they
 want to get decisively engaged in an urban fi ght But they had pushed up probably another, I
would gay, 1 OOQﬁneters or maybe 5 or 600 meters north of that southern bridge. They’re trying
to get d1spers1on between their tractors and What-not. So they were quite a ways up into the city
themselves. So got started getting everybody off on line, got our mortars ﬁre capped and there

was a 23rd ID building, was about 7 or 800 meters to the north of us, and we could see people on
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top of those buildings and we could éée that they were ﬁnng at us, 'and that was fhe only place I
. couldr tell that we were taking fire at that time. Although, obviously we were getting so.me. from
the backside too. Our mortars started setting up, started firing. I dismounted out of our track, |
because the last place I wanted to be was with these RPGs and what-not was in the track, and
most of the company got on line at that point. Got...we started controlli_ng fires up there on the
A. 23" ID building calling for artiller&. Coﬁtinued to try to call back to the battalion and asking, -
~where’s lead' trace belﬁnd us, because we’re’faking heavy fire from the Martyr District, is what |
it’s called southwest of the bridge. And, we were wanting to run a. fire mission intb thel_'e, butI
" 'was unsure of whgre everybody else was, ,énd whether we could do that or not. -So;, I continued

to call and like I said they were in a fight and theybouldn’t. .
COL-Small arms fire this time? RPGs? Mortars?

CAPT— We're taking artillery, RPGs. We’re taking hiortar rounds. They’re hitting

o as close as 15 meters behind. We’ve got the four medevacs that are in bad shape. —
mBasmally all from that RPG. We’re takmg alot of dlrect -

fire across thls road. The road is elevated. I don t know 1f you’ve been there, Sir. What you

have is a klll stack that they made. They had two berms on either side of the road there. They

were approximately 100 meters, maybe 150 meters on either side of the road. So, you couldn’t

get off and maneuver. These berms Wére probably 15 or 20 meters high, so you couldn’t go 6ver

-them in an Amtrack. The road was elevated, so there was sdme low ground, which was good for

us, because we could aCtualiy get in thé low ground and not be engaged by small arms fire. But

if you tried to run over that road, there would be pretty well aired 5.5, 7.62, whatever they .were

firing at us coming from back inside the city to where we were at. So, we’re set up there, we’re
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' ﬁghting, trying to get comm. Wim the other platoons. They’re in the fight of their lives, because
' ti:ley’re taking fire from the north and the west, and we’re split up as é company on both sides.
To be honest, the only way we could get effecﬁve fires on them 5.56, 'théy were out of range. |
7.62, maybe we could suppress a little bit, but we couldn’t do anything effective on them. So our

mortars and our FSC team were the only thing we could effect the :ﬁght with.

coL NN T FSC team is?

CAPT-Flre Support and Coordmatlon team. Our Fire Support Team. Con51stmg ‘
- ofan 81s FO and artillery FO, FAC which we did not have. We d1d not have a FAC, because
we were not expected to push up that far. There are only two FACs in the battalion and I'm 3"
Cqmpany. And then v:ve had a 60s FO mortars in there. My FSC Team Leaader was a 1°*
Lieutenant, who Was a weapons platoon command, myself .was an air FAC, as well to éontrol
those ﬁres We were starting to get some pretty decent suppression on there, still takmg alot of
. ﬁre and this happened...when we called th1s in it was right around 10: 30 in the mormng, was
when we first were engaged or when we ﬁrst go to the northern side of the bridge. And when
this entire ordeal ended is was about 14:30. So we were there for about 4 hours fighting.
Contm_ued to try to call back and see wh_ere 1ead trace was, getting absolutely nothing back from
thg battalion. And I don’t think that they knew at the time where they were, and I don’t blame
them. But they were all in a different fight. We had three different areas. Alpha was here,
‘Bravo was here, and we were up there. But...continued trying to call back and was g&ting
nothing, and we had to...the VT was starting to adjust on us pretty effectively, and I had a couple .
of Marines that were hit by shrapnel. So, we pushed up from one side of the ‘road, from the

eastern side of the road, to the western side of the road. The lowest ground that was over on the
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western side of the road was like a river, orkan irrigation difch. We slipped iﬁto the irriéatibn
~ ditch because it was the lowest part that we cbul_d find and mortars, everybody jumped up é.nd
jumped to that other side of the road. By the grace of God, we didn’t have anybody hit by direcf
fire when we’re pushing up and over. So, We’fe in there ahd a 1§t of our radios are now faih'ng
‘because §ve’re in watef with radios. Not a good thjx;g, but thét was the lowest point we coiﬁd get
to.- Basically, they kept controlling fires. There was obviously someone observi‘ng us, which we
- couldn’t ﬁgufe out where it was from. But you sit here, and you see one hit off to the left, one
- hit to right and then you immediately know you have to move fd the other side of the road.
© We're like ants moving around this battlefield. So at that point, some people went back over the
road. We’re split as a coi:npany, and I’m' sitting there next to the FSC Team Leader, and a' couple
of our tracks pick up and go-on the road and they start moving south across the bridge. As it
‘turns out,-unbék.nown tov me, was.. I saw two tractors do it, went back over with the casualties, |
some casualties that were in it, and it went back south to try to link up With one of the forces

coming bno'rth through there.
COL-HOW many dismounted troops did you have with you? '

' CAPT_ We were about 176, Sir. 176 in the company when we went across the

bridge; I know of the four casualties that W_ere.. .would have been urgent medevac.

COI:-When the tracks were going south, they would have had medevacs on them,

or casualties on them?
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CAP'_:‘~ They did. ,Théy did, Sir. AndIdidn’t have comm. with them. It’s
embarrassing to say as company commander, but What was made was a small unit leader made a
decision that we couldn’t get an air medevac and these guys were not going to live long enough
to be therc .and hke I said, I was sitting there next to FSC Team Leader and I turn around and I
see these vehicles going back south across the bridge. And I'm thinking oh, my God. Because
we’re trying t§ call for fire back there, and there’s no way in hell I would ever want to send any
of my guysiba‘ck across the bridge. Not ﬁenﬁon that our mission is to hold the northern bridg6.
-So, now in hiﬁdsight, I know that five tracks went over there, and of those five tracks, three of
them were catastrophically kllled by RPGs, A-10s, whatever hit them I can’t speak to that
“because I was on the northern side of the bndge What I do know, Sir, is laymg on the side of
the road there, takmg VT, I mean we’re takmg all sorts of stuff, I didn’t hear an A-10 flying in or
anything, but I do know what an A-10 sounds like. I went to school at the University of Arizona.
I've dealt with and.. .and Davis Mothan’s there, the A-10s there. The big r;mge'is down there.
I’ve worked with A-10s as an FSC Team Leader. Iknow what that main gun sounds like on an
A-10. Thear an A-10, that distinctiye noise‘of an A-10 going off, and in my mind, I’m thinking,
thank ‘God. A-10s are here and they’re g.oingv to take out that entire Martyr’s block back in there,
and we’re finally going to get some good suppr_ession on there. A]}nost the same time I heard
that go, the entire world goes black on me. All I see is dirt fly eveWhere, all around us on the
side of the road. And, I just remember I had my hands in front of my face, and I couldn’t

believe that I wasn’t hit or killed. Iwas just trying to do a self-assessment. AndIhada sergeant

that was my...machine gun section leader who gom

At that second, if you would of said, hey, we
Just got strafed by an A-IO I wouldn’t have been able to tell you that. And I can t tell you that to

this day, because I heard it go, I saw a reaction that I'd never seen before you know T’ve never
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seen so much dirt kicked up in my entire life. And we started assesssmg SSgt -who was
there, who was senously hit. We were dealing with that, and at that point, I was trying to

: contmue callmg back and t1'y1ng to get any type of comm. as possible, Sir. That’s all, that’s
deﬁnitivély all I know about the A-10. They s.aid that he had madé multiple runs by. Ican’t
-speak anything to tﬁat, Sir. Iknow that another one of our tractors was hit by an A-10. Iheard
.‘that people pulled out a 30 caliber. I did not go up there and do that myself, but they actually
puiled it out of there. But...all I know was I had another track that exploded up there on the road

- and T heard that there were two others that were hit about the same time when they were

crossmg, south across the ‘bridge.

COL— While they were crossing south?
-CAPT— Yeah, well, they were going back into the city. ‘After talkmg to people...I

" don’t want to comment on it...what P've heard is that...is that...Mustang’s FAC did not get the

- word that we were up at the 392...

coLii]

' Mustang’s FAC was?

APT - Cap-And. ..the only .thing you can do as a'Marin‘e'in a situation V
that’s chaotic like this is, you can do the best that .youlcan with the information you have at the
.‘ time. AndIknew that Id passed. that back t§ the baﬁaﬁon commander and knew that he had that
information, and I didn’t have coﬁm. with anybddy else. So, I assumed éverybody knew that we
~ were at the 392. Cap_ made the best callt,wnh what he had, and appareﬁtly the A-10 said
that he saw an armored 6olumn, which would make sense with the intel report, moving south
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toyvard the road cause some of our tractors had turned around and were -:rol'ling back south'into '
the city, was movmg in to remforce and he made the best call poss1b1e, saymg I need
you...there’s nobody north of the bridge. That’s when he got from his company commander, | .
‘Capt Wl when he got a posrep from the FSC or whoever Capt__talked to. And the
| A-IO pilot said he was taking anti-aircraft ﬁre and he saw a column moving baek in. So Capt |
-sa1d hey, run on those guys. That s the people who are coming to remforce, and to h1t

the rest of the battahon So, that’s all I have to say on it, Sir.

COL -'.et me Just read the closmg statement .but before I close, 1t was sa1d that

Was that by any of your fo]ks"

CAPT (R 1t was not by me, Sir. Tbelieve 1L+ was the one who assisiisy

: WAS I said as embarrassing as this is, I expect to be held accountable for.this Sir 1did not

: realize at the time that those A-10s Were runmng onus. Iheard it going, I saw somethmg Ihad

" never seen before. I immediately started dea]mg w1th S gt-on the ground there, but unt11 it
was all over, and you had everybody s mput in there and Lt- who was a bronze star winner
_ in the Gulf War, and had ATIOS run on him before,' and he came up to me and said, you know
that those A-10s...that was friendly fire, Sir. And when he said that to me, Athat’s one of those
things that hindsight’s 20-20,; when you look back you put 2 and 2.together you say Holy Chnst
1 cannot beh'eye I didn’t know that at the time. But I can deﬁnitiveiy say that I did not know that

at the time.
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' COL.Ln closing; i want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct
 that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the

~"report has been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

car SR 1o, Sic
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